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NEW NONFICTION
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FEARLESSLY FAILING

Overcome Fear, Failure, and Heartbreak to Find
Your Happy
Lola Berry
Affirm Press, October 2021

Praise for Lola Berry:
“Honest, funny, real and relatable – Lola’s passion for wellness and happiness
is infectious.” —Megan Gale
For fans of The Space Between, Make It Happen, and Untamed, this is a
holistic guide to overcoming obstacles and finding the bravery needed to
overhaul your life from the inside out, from the host of the Fearlessly
Failing podcast – leading Aussie nutritionist and bestselling author, Lola
Berry.
As one of the key creators of the early wellness scene in Australia, Lola Berry
knows a thing or two about how to overcome body and mental health issues
with a complete life reset. She also knows the pain of fear and failure, having
experienced life’s inevitable ups and downs in her professional life and intimate
relationships.
Fearlessly Failing is about how to grow through challenges and embrace the lessons so-called failure can teach us.
Told with Lola’s trademark charm, warmth and honesty, it shares Lola’s own personal anecdotes, advice from experts
and important lessons learned on everything from career failure, heartbreak and dingos (Lola’s word for haters) to selflove and health, supplying you with a total mind, body and soul ‘toolkit’ to achieve your own brand of personal wellbeing
and happiness.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Self-Help
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Born and raised in Melbourne, Lola Berry is the bestselling author of eleven books, including the groundbreaking The
Happy Cookbook. With a Bachelor of Health Science in Nutritional Medicine, her mission through her books, content
creating, podcasting and speciality coffee company is to help as many people as possible live a healthy, happy and
fulfilled life. Lola’s big on chasing dreams. That’s where her popular podcast Fearlessly Failing was born from – she
interviews people about how failure can be a gift and is often the key to success. Currently studying acting and TV
presenting, Lola divides her time between Byron Bay and Los Angeles.
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HEAL, CREATE, THRIVE

Change Your Life: Awaken Your Potential and Live Your Dreams
Zoe Bosco
Affirm Press, April 2022

Discover the creator within and awaken your highest potential with the wisdom of kinesiology. For fans of
Nicole La Pera and Jordanna Levin.
Heal, Create, Thrive is based on the teachings and wisdom of kinesiology and takes you on a journey to discover the
creator within.
When applied intentionally, kinesiology has the power to activate an innate healing intelligence and creative life force
within all of us. An experienced kinesiologist and birth doula, Zoe Bosco is devoted to supporting people to do just that,
by coming into a higher state of trust, power, joy, love and purpose through shifting their mindset, healing trauma and
releasing conditioning.
Zoe has shared this life changing modality with a vast number of clients to create a community of inspired, empowered
creatives, and is inspired by teaching kinesiology in a way that is simple and easy to embody, making it accessible,
effective and life-affirming.
Category:
Format:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Self-Help / Wellness
Paperback
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Zoe Bosco is kinesiologist, birth doula and self-healing practitioner who specialises in connecting clients with their
birthright – the innate wisdom of womanhood. Zoe also works as a mentor for established practitioners, helping others
in her field to actualise their life's full potential.
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A FATHER’S PLEA
Kamalle Dabboussy
With Mic Looby
Affirm Press, May 2021

Featured in The New York Times and 60 Minutes
The heartbreaking true story of an unwilling ‘Bride of Isis’, and her
father’s relentless fight to bring his daughter and grandchildren
home to Australia.
When Mariam married her childhood sweetheart in a fairytale Sydney
wedding, her father Kamalle dreamed of a beautiful future for his family.
When the young couple and their baby daughter went on an overseas
holiday, he couldn’t have been happier. But a dark secret was lurking on
the horizon. They would not be coming home.
Mariam disappeared. Seventeen months later, Kamalle was informed by
the Australian government that his daughter had been forced at
gunpoint, by her husband, across the border into Syria and into the
clutches of ISIS. When her husband was killed, Mariam was forced to
marry another ISIS fighter, with whom she had another child. And then
another; she was trapped. But since the defeat of ISIS, instead of being brought home, Mariam and her three young
children have been classed as ‘foreign fighters’, forced to languish in refugee camps while their home country refuses to
repatriate them.
Kamalle has been working with international agency Save the Children for five years trying to bring home his daughter
and grandkids, who have been abandoned with 20 other Australian adults and 47 children. Interacting with law
enforcement and government agencies in Australia, he was told that keeping quiet would be in their best interests. That
has achieved nothing. Now he tells his story.
Category:
Format:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Memoir
Paperback
Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Kamalle Dabboussy has more than 33 years’ experience working in the fields of migrant and refugee settlement
support, with culturally and linguistically diverse youth and in international humanitarian aid. He has worked actively
and strategically across civil and political spheres to further the participation and successful settlement of diverse
communities, including with Sydney’s Muslim communities, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, AusAID, and
with Parliamentary Ministers and MPs. For the past 12 years, he has been the Manager and CEO at Western Sydney
Migrant Resource Centre.
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THE NEUROSCIENCE OF SELF-LOVE
Alexis Fernandez
Affirm Press, May 2022

How understanding the brain and rewiring the way you think can manifest and healthier, happier you, from the
host of DO YOU FUCKING MIND podcast.
In this breezily accessible book, Alexis Fernandez takes the theory out of neuroscience and converts into everyday
applications that promote self-love. She expertly outlines the negative habits that hold us back and offers a raft of
positive measures anybody can follow to achieve greater happiness, respect, growth, connection, gratitude, empathy and
presence in the moment.
Learn to free yourself from attachment theory, manage stress, harness serotonin, cut negative narratives, curb
judgmental thoughts, re-engineer bad habits, stop explaining and doubting yourself and trying to impress others. Back
yourself, create an alternative reality, learn how the prefrontal cortex and limbic system can help you override intense
emotions and neutralize anxiety, and master the ultimate power moves.
Category:
Format:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Personal Development
Paperback
UK & Translation
Manuscript due December 2021
Affirm Press

Alexis Fernandez is a Pilates instructor and personal trainer in Sydney, who also happens to have a masters in
neuroscience and is host and creator of the hit podcast, DO YOU FUCKING MIND, which is dedicated to giving listeners
advice on self-love. She loves nothing more than challenging stereotypical perceptions of what it is to be a scientist,
helping people align their physical and mindset training, and has a uniquely effective brand of tough love motivation that
only a personal trainer and scientist could master. She is the author of the hugely successful book Be Bold: Manifest your
Dream Life (2020). The Neuroscience of Self Love is her second book.
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BE BOLD

Manifest Your Dream Life
Alexis Fernandez
Affirm Press, March 2021

Your brain is both your greatest cheerleader and your worst enemy; it’s
just a matter of taking action and learning (and unlearning) how to
unlock the very best version of you. This is your personal guide to a
mindset renovation, because your best life is closer than you think.
Now is the moment to say yes, take the leap and be bold. Commit and give
yourself the very best shot at turning that big, scary, brilliant thing you’re
dreaming of into reality.
From Alexis Fernandez, neuroscience whiz and host of the podcast Do
You F***ing Mind?, this book is full of tough love, practical advice and
inspiring insight that will permanently change your mindset and life for
the better.
Category:
Format:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Science / Self-Help
Paperback
Translation
PDF
Affirm Press

Alexis Fernandez is a Pilates instructor and personal trainer in Sydney, who also happens to have a masters in
neuroscience and is host and creator of the hit podcast, DO YOU FUCKING MIND, which is dedicated to giving listeners
advice on self-love. She loves nothing more than challenging stereotypical perceptions of what it is to be a scientist,
helping people align their physical and mindset training, and has a uniquely effective brand of tough love motivation that
only a personal trainer and scientist could master. She is the author of the hugely successful book Be Bold: Manifest your
Dream Life (2020). The Neuroscience of Self Love is her second book.
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THE YES WOMAN

How to Reclaim Your Power by Finally Saying No.
Grace Jennings-Edquist
Affirm Press, August 2021

In a world that teaches girls to become Yes Women, learning to say ‘no’ is
a radical feat.
For most of her life, Australian journalist Grace Jennings-Edquist had been
keen to please. From school to career, in her appearance, friendships, and even
everyday interactions, she was always anxious not to disappoint. Becoming a
mother finally tipped her over the edge, and she wound up in a mental health
unit. Her attempts to be everything to everyone – and to do it all perfectly –
had taken their toll.
Grace could no longer avoid the truth: she was chronically addicted to saying
yes. And she was not alone.
Grace discovered that, in a phenomenon that crosses class, culture and
sexuality, Yes Women are everywhere, and there’s a bit of Yes Woman in just
about everyone. Interviewing scores of people in Australia and overseas, both
ordinary women and experts, Grace gained a deeper understanding of the patriarchal origins of the Yes Woman, and
developed a plan to seize control of her own life.
The Yes Woman is a practical guide to recognising your own Yes Woman tendencies, measuring their cost on your health,
and resisting that need to please. It won’t be easy, but it’ll be worth it.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Memoir
UK & Translation
Final PDF
Affirm Press

Grace Jennings-Edquist is a journalist at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, where she writes articles on issues
including gender equality and wellbeing for ABC Everyday. As a former senior editor at Mamamia Women’s Network,
Grace has written extensively about women’s mental health for an audience of millennial Australian women. Grace’s
writing has appeared widely online, including in The Guardian, Crikey, The Australian, news.com.au, New
Statesman and Ms. Magazine.
A former lawyer with a love of travel, Grace has lived in London, The Hague, Sydney and New York, where she worked
for the Financial Times group. She currently lives in Melbourne with her husband, young daughter and a vegetable
garden she occasionally finds time to water.
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MAKE YOU HAPPEN

Figure Out Who You Are, What You Want, and Why You Already Have It
Jordanna Levin
Affirm Press, May 2022

A warm, witty and wise guide to developing your self awareness and driving personal growth from the
bestselling author of Make It Happen and Higher Love.
For decades you’ve been sold spiritual solutions and personal development tools that rely on mastering techniques and
habits in order to ‘fix’ yourself. But what if what you’ve been searching for has been there inside you all along?
Following Jordanna’s own very funny, brutally honest personal journey of self-discovery, this is a practical guide sharing
loads of ideas, hints and tips to help you discover who you really are. This is your backstage pass to the ups and downs
that inevitably come with doing the ‘work’, and the downright peculiar missteps it’s possible to take along the way.
Whether you're a complete self-help novice, spiritually curious, or have sat in more ceremonial circles than you can poke
a smudge stick at, you'll enjoy this warm, witty and woke deep dive into what it means to become fully self-aware, and
the outrageous things we'll put ourselves through while trying to find out!
Connect with yourself on a deeper level, cultivate a high vibe for a better life, and discover that self-awareness truly is
your greatest superpower.
Category:
Format:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Personal Development
Paperback
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Previous book, MAKE IT HAPPEN, sold to ZS Verlag (Germany)
Jordanna Levin is the bestselling author of Make It Happen and the host of three successful podcasts. With a
background in journalism, she has built a reputation for taking 'big' topics and making them relatable, digestible and
downright entertaining. Through her wit, warmth and street-smart practicality, she invites readers to get curious about
the things that light them up. Jordanna believes that 'aha' moments are contagious and self-awareness is our greatest
superpower. She currently spends her time writing from the sunny coastal town of Byron Bay.
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GOLD DIGGER

Defying Male Convention in the Race for the Mother Lode
Tyler Mahoney
Affirm Press, June 2022

Gold prospecting is a thing of legend. If you haven't seen a ‘Discovery Channel’ gold hunting show you might think of
gold prospecting like the Wild Wild West with TNT-toting, bearded old men crazily swing their picks hunting for nuggets
with the aid of old maps, superstition, legends and instinct. It’s still predominantly a man’s world, and still often
fanatical, but these days the golden dream attracts people from all walks of life. And 25-year-old Tyler Mahoney
(Australian star of the Discovery Channel’s Gold Rush series) is leading the charge.
Growing up as a fourth-generation prospector in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, Tyler was lucky enough to be born into
experience and knowledge. She has seen first-hand the impact gold fever has on people, the secrecy and lies gold carries,
beginners striking it rich, experts going broke, the very real effects of gold fever and how it make people do the most
insane things.
In Gold Digger, Tyler unearths mind-boggling stories from Australia’s gold prospecting past, and reveals what it’s like for
a young woman making her way in a quintessentially male domain. She also writes candidly about her struggles with
bipolar disorder, a mental health challenge that in some ways parallels the feast or famine characterization of gold
prospecting itself.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Memoir
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Tyler Mahoney, well-known to international viewers of the Discovery Channel as the Aussie woman from “Gold Rush:
Parker's Trail”, is a fourth-generation gold prospector from outback Australia renowned for her drive and prospecting
skills. Her success is a terrific example for any women fighting to succeed in a man's world, and her struggles with
bipolar disorder also make her a powerful advocate for mental health. Tyler is not only the most recognisable face in
gold mining TV, she has recently bounced into the world of podcasting with "Let's Unpack That" podcast, discussing
mental illness, Bipolar, business, feminism, and life. Gold Digger is her first book.
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MESHI

A Personal History of Japanese Food
Katherine Tamiko Arguile
Affirm Press, April 2022

For Katherine Tamiko Arguile, the Japanese food her mother cooked was a
portal to a part of her that sometimes felt very far away. In Japan, food is
never just food: it expresses a complex and fascinating history, tied to
tradition and spirituality that has endured for centuries.
Now, as she recreates the meals of her childhood, Katherine untangles the
threads of meaning, memory and ritual woven through every glistening bowl
of rice, every tender slice of sashimi and each steaming cup of green tea.
With rich, visceral prose, vivid insight and emotional honesty, Meshi
('something that is eaten') reveals the culture and spirit infused into
Japanese food, one of the most beloved cuisines on the planet.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Food Memoir
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Born and raised in Tokyo, Katherine Tamiko Arguile is a Japanese-British-Australian arts journalist and author. She
migrated from London to Adelaide in 2008, where she now lives beside the sea. A graduate of Cambridge University, she
has a PhD in Creative Writing from the University of Adelaide. Her award-winning short stories have been published in
anthologies in the UK and in Australia and her debut novel, The Things She Owned, was pubulished in 2020.
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THE DICTIONARY OF LOST
WORDS
Pip Williams
Ballantine, April 2021

Winner of the 2021 Australian Indie Book Awards
Book of the Year
In 1901, the word “Bondmaid” was discovered missing from the Oxford English
Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who stole it.
Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends
her childhood in the “Scriptorium,” a garden shed in Oxford where her father and a
team of dedicated lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford English
Dictionary.
When she is five, Esme hides beneath the table where all the words are sorted. The
words are written on slips of paper no larger than a post card. One day a slip flutters to
the floor and no one claims it. The word is “Bondmaid.” Esme rescues it and stashes it in
an old wooden case that belongs to her only friend, Lizzie, a young servant in the big house. Esme begins to collect other words
from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or have been neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense of
the world and as she grows older, she realises that some words are more important than others, that women’s words and
women’s experiences can often go unrecorded. She begins to collect words for her own dictionary—the dictionary of lost
words.
Set in a time when the women’s suffrage movement was blossoming, and the destructive power of the Great War loomed, The
Dictionary of Lost Words reveals another narrative, hidden behind a history written by men. As the lives of these two women
develop and entwine, it becomes clear that Lizzie has lived between the lines of Esme’s story, just as Esme has lived between
the lines of the Dictionary. Delightful, beautifully written and deeply thought-provoking, this is historical fiction at its best.
THE DICTIONARY OF LOST WORDS was inspired by the author’s fascinating discoveries and correspondence in relation to
”lost words” while on a research sabbatical in Oxford, England.
For fans of Signature of All Things by Elizabeth Gilbert, Geraldine Brooks, Kate Atkinson, Kate Morton and Tracy Chevalier.
Will also appeal to readers of The Thirteenth Tale, The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry, The Midnight Library, and The Little Paris
Bookshop, as well as readers of charming, historical British novels like The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, Dear
Mrs. Bird, and Everyone Brave is Forgiven
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on behalf of:
Rights Sold to:

Literary Fiction
UK and Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press
Ballantine (NA English), Garzanti (Italy – Preempt), Chatto (UK - Preempt), Diana (RH)
(German), House of Books (Dutch), Elle Lit (Korean), Maeva (Spanish), Business Weekly
(Complex Chinese), Mann, Ivanov and Ferber (Russian), Shogakukan (Japanese), Saudi
Research and Media Group (Arabic), Argo (Czech), Autentica (Brazil Portuguese), Motyl
(Slovak), Porto (Portugal Portuguese), Fleuve (French)

Pip Williams was born in London and grew up in Sydney. She has spent most of her working
life as a social researcher and is the author of two nonfiction books. This is her first novel. Pip
lives in the Adelaide Hills, Australia with her partner, two boys and an assortment of animals.
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Praise for THE DICTIONARY OF LOST WORDS:
Novel of the Year for QBD (Australia)
Shortlisted for the Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction (UK)
Shortlisted for the Indie Book Awards for Debut Fiction (Australia)
Shortlisted for Book of the Year at Dymocks (Australia)
One of Booktopia’s Top 5 Books of the Year (Australia)
A PopSugar.com Top Recommended Book for April 2021 (US)
“Inspired by a wisp of fact—a single word accidentally omitted from the Oxford English Dictionary—Pip Williams has spun a
marvelous fiction about the power of language to elevate or repress. This is a novel that brings to light not only lost words, but
the lost stories of women’s lives. It is at once timely and timeless.”
—Geraldine Brooks, New York Times bestselling author of People of the Book
“What a novel of words, their adventure, and their capacity to define and, above all, challenge the world. There will not be this
year a more original novel published. I just know it.”
—Thomas Keneally, author of Schindler’s List
“In the annals of lexicography, no more imaginative, delightful, charming, and clever book has yet been written. And if by
writing it Pip Williams has gently rapped my knuckles for wrongly supposing that only white English men led the effort to
corral and codify our language, then I happily accept the scolding. Her wonderfully constructed story has helped entirely
change my mind.”
—Simon Winchester, author of The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford
English Dictionary
"This charming, inventive, and utterly irresistible novel is the story we all need right now. Words have never mattered more,
as Pip Williams illuminates in her unforgettable debut."
—Susan Wiggs, New York Times bestselling author of The Lost and Found Bookshop
“The Dictionary of Words is an enchanting story about love, loss and the power of language, and what gets recorded and what
gets forgotten. Set at a time when women's voices were clamouring more than ever to be heard, it moved me greatly to think
how history is skewed by those who hold power -- and how important it is that novels like this redress that balance.”
—Elizabeth Macneal, international bestselling author of The Doll Factory
“What a compelling, fresh look at historical women! In Pip Williams’ lyrically written novel, The Dictionary of Lost Words,
readers explore the creation of the so-called definitive Oxford English Dictionary through the eyes of Esme, a fictional female
laborer on that great endeavor, and as her eyes open to the flaws and gender biases in the selection of included words and the
definitions themselves, so do readers’. This marvelous exploration into the ways in which spoken and written language impact
us is a delight and an education.”
—Marie Benedict, New York Times bestselling author of The Mystery of Mrs. Christie
“Enchanting, sorrowful, and wonderfully written, the book is a one-of-a-kind celebration of language and its importance in our
lives. A must-have.”
—Library Journal (starred review)
“Who owns language, does language reflect or affect, who chooses what is appropriate, why is one meaning worthier than
another, what happens when a word mutates in meaning?...Williams provides readers with detailed background and
biographical information pointing to extensive research about the OED and its editors, many of whom appear as characters in
Esme’s life. The result is a satisfying amalgam of truth and historical fiction.”
—Kirkus Reviews
“In Williams’s exuberant, meticulously researched debut, the daughter of a lexicographer devotes her life to an alternative
dictionary…Williams’s feminist take on language will move readers… deeply satisfying.”
—Publishers Weekly
“Told in Esme's gentle, inquisitive voice and spanning four decades, The Dictionary of Lost Words is a searching, feminist
exploration of how class and gender affect the boundaries of language. This sweeping coming-of-age story, set against a
tumultuous time in British history, is a historical fiction fan's dream.”
—Shelf Awareness, Starred Review
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“Williams turns history as we know it on its head in this delightful debut, spotlighting those women and their
contributions, using theawe-inspiring power of words themselves to illuminate them.”
—Newsweek
“This remarkable novel tries to rectify a glaring oversight in the historical accounts of the first Oxford English Dictionary—the
contributions of women. While many biographies have been written about Dr. James Murray and his team of
lexicographers, The Dictionary of Lost Words is the first literary work to highlight the women behind the scenes, without whom
the English language wouldn’t have evolved as fully and colorfully as it has.”
—Boston Magazine, “One of the novels to get you through the rest of quarantine”
“Do words mean different things to men and women? That is the question at the heart of Williams’ thoughtful and gentle first
novel based on original research in the Oxford English Dictionary archives… A lexicographer’s dream of a novel, this is a lovely
book to get lost in, an imaginative love letter to dictionaries.”
—Booklist
Also recommended for YA readers: “Esme's unusual, word-saturated coming-of-age during the quest for women's rights will
entrance language-loving, socially conscious YAs.”
—Booklist
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WILD PLACE
Christian White

Affirm Press, October 2021

In the summer of 1989, a local teen goes missing from the idyllic Australian
suburb of Camp Hill. As rumours of Satanic rituals swirl, schoolteacher Tom Witter
becomes convinced he holds the key to the disappearance. When the police won’t
listen, he takes matters into his own hands with the help of the missing girl’s
father and a local neighbourhood watch group.
But as dark secrets are revealed and consequences to past actions are faced, Tom
learns that the only way out of the darkness is to walk deeper into it. Wild Place
peels back the layers of suburbia, exposing what’s hidden underneath – guilt,
desperation, violence – and attempts to answer the question: Why do good people
do bad things?
From the international bestseller Christian White, Wild Place is a white-knuckle
descent into a street near you.
The newest book from Christian White comes on the back of two phenomenally
successful novels, The Nowhere Child (2018) and The Wife and the Widow (2019),
which have each sold more than 100,000 copies in Australia, as well as hugely
successful forays into screen writing including the global hit feature film Relic and the upcoming Netflix series Clickbait.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on behalf of:

Fiction/Thriller
UK & Translation
Final PDF
Affirm Press

Also Available:
THE WIFE AND THE WIDOW
Sold to: St. Martin’s Press (NA English), Tatran (Slovak), Strawberry/Capitana (Norwegian), Bruna (Dutch), Albin Michel
(French), Goldmann (German), April Yayincilik (Turkish)
THE NOWHERE CHILD
Sold to: Bruna (Dutch) Denoel (French), La Nave di Teseo (Italian), Czarna Owca (Polish) in pre-empts; to Goldmann
(German), Korim (Hebrew), Rosinante (Danish), Alianza (Spanish), Gabo Kiado (Hungarian), Harper UK (UK), St.
Martin’s Press (NA English), Tatran (Slovak) April Yayincilik (Turkish), Capitana (Norwegian), Pedio Publishing (Greece),
China Pioneer (Simpl. Chinese), Hyeonamsa Publishing Co. (Korean)
Christian White is an Australian author and screenwriter whose projects include feature film Relic. The Nowhere Child was
his first book and one of Australia’s bestselling debut novels ever. An early draft of this novel won the 2017 Victorian
Premier’s Literary Award for an Unpublished Manuscript. Clickbait, a television series Christian co-created with Tony Ayres
(The Slap) is currently in production for Netflix. Christian’s keenly awaited second book, The Wife and the Widow, was
published by Affirm Press in 2019 and became an instant bestseller. He lives in Balnarring, Victoria.
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SO MANY BEATS OF THE
HEART
Carrie Cox

Affirm Press, April 2022

For fans of Maggie Alderson, Maria Semple and Marian Keyes, SO
MANY BEATS OF THE HEART is the wonderfully warm and witty and
tale of a marriage counsellor who suddenly becomes her own case
study.
Evie Shine is stuck. Worse, she’s a cliché.
After two decades of marriage, Evie’s husband has left her. Possibly for
another woman – he isn’t really saying.
It doesn’t help that Evie has spent her career dissecting relationships and
mending broken hearts. It just makes everything worse.
How didn’t she, of all people, see this coming? And what’s she meant to do
now?
Holed up in a town she barely knows, Evie ignores her own textbook advice,
preferring bad advice and platitudes, vodka and hangovers to the prospect
of moving on.
But the beauty of having the rug ripped from under you is getting to see
what’s underneath.
So Many Beats of the Heart is about how the crushing weight of time can
take its toll on long-term relationships. It’s about love lost, friendships
found and how one finds a way out of the ruins.

Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Fiction
UK & Translation
Final Manuscript
Affirm Press

Carrie Cox is a Perth-based journalist and author whose previous novel, Afternoons with Harvey Beam (Fremantle Press,
2018), was hailed as a “brilliant debut” by the Australian Women’s Weekly and “sensitive and impressive” by The
Australian. She has also published a non-fiction book, You Take the High Road and I’ll Take the Bus, based on her weekly
satirical column for multiple Australian newspapers.
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ONE PUNCH

Two Boys, Two Mothers, and One Catastrophic Night
Julie Fison
Affirm Press, June 2022

For fans of LITTLE FIRES EVERYWHERE and 19 MINUTES
Jasmine Weston is on holiday when she discovers that her son Daniel has been assaulted at home in Australia, leaving
him with a debilitating brain injury. She fears the worst from the apparently random incident, and vows to hunt down
her son’s attacker.
Evie MacIntyre knows the Westons from school. She’s never had much time for Jasmine, and she’s disliked Daniel since
she discovered he was bullying her son Brody. That is, until Evie finds a cap that seems to link Brody to Daniel's assault.
Evie grapples with the truth, but there is no way she’ll let her only son go to jail.
As two mothers wrestle with the consequences of their actions, two families suffer the shockwaves of one catastrophic
night, and a punch that changes everything
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Fiction
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Julie Fison is the author of the Hazard River adventure series for young readers, the play As the Crow Flies and stories in
the Choose Your Own Ever After series. She lives in Brisbane, Queensland with her husband and children. One Punch is
her first adult novel.
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OTHER HOUSES
Paddy O’Reilly

Affirm Press, March 2022

All those memories. A man on his knees. The dark burn of Coke washing down a yellow wall.. The night someone
strung dead bats along the school fence, their black leather wings shredded into streamers. I never want to revisit
that life.
Lily works as a cleaner. Each day she moves through the houses of wealthy Melbournians, unseen, scrubbing away the
detritus of other people’s privilege. Her partner Janks, a reformed drug addict, churns vats of cheesy dip in a factory.
With every measly pay check they inch further and further away from their former lives of poverty and addiction.
Both Janks and Lily are determined that their daughter Jewelee won’t end up like them. She’ll have a career, not a deadend job. She’ll have savings, not debt. She’ll be able to afford a cleaner, not be the cleaner. Her future will be bright.
But, like Sisyphus, one wrong move in their upward battle will see them back at square one, fighting to just get by.
Other Houses is a masterful and tender story about the people who live at the fringes of society. Acutely observed and
lyrical, Paddy O’Reilly paints a haunting picture of class, aspiration and social mobility.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Fiction
UK & Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

The Fine Colour of Rust and The Wonders were published in the US by Atria at Simon and Schuster
The Fine Colour of Rust was published in the UK by HarperCollins
Paddy O’Reilly is the author of three novels, two collections of award-winning short stories, and a novella. Her novels
have been shortlisted for major awards, and her stories have been widely published, anthologised and broadcast in
Australia and overseas.
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THE WIFE AND THE WIDOW
Christian White

Minotaur/SMP, January 2020 / paperback February 2021
From the bestselling author of award-winning THE NOWHERE CHILD

"[A] stellar family drama. A clever twist near the end upends the plot’s
trajectory. Readers will eagerly await White’s next." ―Publishers
Weekly (starred review)
"White exceeds readers' expectations after his super successful debut with
strong, complex protagonists...and notable secondary characters who are well
developed. The plot never stops and the clever twist is thrilling." ―Library
Journal (starred review)
"A compelling, fast-paced tale...a gripping psychological thriller that delivers on
its examination of the corrosive impact of family secrets with a dramatic finish
that upends expectations.” ―New York Review of Books
"The author does a vivid job of creating real characters and captures the
alternately calm and claustrophobic feeling of island life. Some readers will find
the twists fair and others, infuriating, but no doubt all will hang on to discover
the ending." ―Kirkus Reviews
"White delivers a shocking, excellently executed twist that will have readers reexamining their assumptions; this and the
sordid details of decades-old misery and fierce parental love make The Wife and the Widow a story to remember. Fans of
White’s debut will be pleased with this follow-up." ―Booklist

Set against the backdrop of an eerie island town in the dead of winter, THE WIFE AND THE WIDOW is a
mystery/thriller told from two perspectives: Kate, a widow whose grief is compounded by what she learns about
her dead husband’s secret life; and Abby, an island local whose world is turned upside when she’s forced to
confront the evidence of her husband’s guilt. But nothing on this island is quite as it seems, and only when these
women come together can they discover the whole story about the men in their lives.
Brilliant and beguiling, THE WIFE AND THE WIDOW takes you to a cliff edge and asks the question: how well do
we really know the people we love?
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:
Rights Sold to:

Fiction
Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press
St. Martin’s Press (NA English), Tatran (Slovak), Strawberry/Capitana (Norwegian), Bruna
(Dutch), Albin Michel (French), Goldmann (German), April Yayincilik (Turkish)

Also Available: THE NOWHERE CHILD
Sold to: Bruna (Dutch) Denoel (French), La Nave di Teseo (Italian), Czarna Owca (Polish) in pre-empts; to Goldmann
(German), Korim (Hebrew), Rosinante (Danish), Alianza (Spanish), Gabo Kiado (Hungarian), Harper UK (UK), St.
Martin’s Press (NA English), Tatran (Slovak) April Yayincilik (Turkish), Capitana (Norwegian), Pedio Publishing (Greece),
China Pioneer (Simpl. Chinese), Hyeonamsa Publishing Co. (Korean)
Christian White is an Australian author and screenwriter. Christian had an eclectic range of ‘day jobs’ before he was able
to write full time, including food-cart driver on a golf course and video editor for an adult film company. He now spends his
days writing from home in Ocean Grove, where he lives with his wife, filmmaker Summer DeRoche, and their adopted
greyhound, Issy.

125

GIFT AND HUMOR

126

STAY STRONG

FIND YOUR PE ACE

Find Your Peace
Audrey Dean
Affirm Press, March 2020

The gorgeous guide to navigating life’s toughest feelings, celebrating
vulnerability and finding emotional peace.

stay strong

Feeling pain is unavoidable, but it’s also a reminder that you’re living fully.
With sage words and some lateral thinking, Audrey Dean reframes emotional
experiences so you can conquer the lowest lows and live your best life.
Full of warmth, candour and hard-hitting truths, Stay Strong provides the
support you need to climb out of the emotional trenches.
AU D R E Y D E A N

Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Rights Sold on Behalf Of:

Self-Help
UK and Translation
Manuscript
Affirm Press

Audrey Dean has dedicated her life to writing about emotions and how they influence every aspect of our lives. With empathy
and compassion at the heart of her writing, she outlines simple strategies and shifts in perspective to help us through life’s
unavoidable ups and downs.
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CREATE CALM
Kate James

Affirm Press, April 2019

With the pace of modern life it can often be difficult to pause, reflect and find
composure. We all need a quiet, still space we can go to recalibrate and regain calm.
This beautiful book from bestselling lifestyle author Kate James is that quiet, still
space.
Practical, warm and soothingly accessible, CREATE CALM provides all the tools you
need to cultivate a more peaceful and positive inner world.
Mindfulness and life coach Kate James is also one of Australia’s most-loved mind, body,
spirit authors with over 125,000 books sold.
Category:
Kaplan/DeFiore Controls:
Material:
Format:
Rights Sold on behalf of:

Gift/Self-help
UK and Translation
Finished Books
144 pages
Affirm Press

Kate James is a successful coach, meditation teacher, speaker and writer. Kate helps her clients discover their values and
innate strengths and guides them toward purposeful, meaningful lives.
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