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About us
Formed in 2014, Melbourne-based Affirm Press has come from
nowhere to establish itself as one of Australia’s leading independent
trade publishers.
We publish a broad range of non-fiction books with a select and
successful list of fiction. Our aim is to influence by delight, based on
a strong belief that the books we read shape the people we want
to be. We distinguish ourselves through author care, innovation,
optimism and the most dynamic possible approach to finding a
market for each of our books.
Affirm Press is owner-operated and our success is based partly on
the complementary strengths of owners Martin Hughes (Publishing
Director) and Keiran Rogers (Sales Director), working with an
incredible team that is always searching for new ways to connect
authors, retailers and readers.
We are supported by the energetic and expert Hachette Australia
and New Zealand, and our titles are distributed by Alliance
Distribution Services (ADS), the best in the business. We sell rights
to overseas publishers and audio and film producers in partnership
with DeFiore and Company (NYC) for adult titles.
Affirm Press acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples as the traditional custodians of Australia, and the people of
the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of the place we now
live and work called Melbourne.

STANDOUT
FICTION

The Safe Place

The Lost Boys

By Anna Downes

Paperback Edition

AWARD
WINNER

By Paul Byrnes

Crime/Thriller
Publication Date:
30 Jun 2020
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925972658
Paperback: 384 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: ANZ

For struggling actress Emily Proudman, life in
London is not working out as planned – in
fact, it’s falling apart. So when she is offered a
live-in job working for a wealthy family on their
luxurious coastal property in France, she jumps at
the opportunity to start over.
The estate is picture-perfect, and its owners
exude charisma and sophistication. But as Emily
gets to know the family, their masks begin to slip,
and what at first appears to be a dream come
true turns out to be a prison from which none of
them will ever escape – unless Emily can find a
way to set them all free.
Superbly tense and oozing with atmosphere, The
Safe Place combines the modern suspense of The
Girl on the Train with the gothic mind-games of
Rebecca.

‘Everyone will be talking about this
book!’
– Christian White

‘An outstanding debut.’
– Chris Hammer

In the First World War of 1914–1918, thousands of
boys across Australia and New Zealand lied about
their age, forged a parent’s signature and left
to fight on the other side of the world. Though
some were as young as thirteen, they soon found
they could die as well as any man. Like Peter Pan’s
lost boys, they have remained forever young.
These are their stories.

Military History
Publication Date:
30 Jun 2020
RRP: $35.00
ISBN: 9781922400109

This extraordinary book captures the incredible
and previously untold stories of forty Anzac boys
who fought in the First World War, from Gallipoli
to the Armistice. Featuring haunting images of
the boys taken at training camps and behind
the lines, these tales are both heartbreaking and
rousing, full of daring, ingenuity, recklessness,
random horror and capricious luck.
A unique perspective on the First World War,
The Lost Boys is military history made deeply
personal, a powerful homage to youthful bravery
and a poignant reminder of the sacrifice of war.

Paperback: 368 pages
220 x 180mm
Rights: World

When the Ship Hits the Fan

Hero Dads

Rip Roaring Tales From a Life at Sea

The Greatest Dads from Oz and Beyond
Saving Every Day

By Rob Anderson

Illustrated by Michael Weldon

Memoir
Publication Date:
28 Jul 2020
RRP: $29.99

Rob Anderson was a magnet for trouble long
before he went to sea at fifteen. But when he
became Captain Rob Anderson, one of the
youngest Australian masters ever, it was suddenly
his responsibility to keep everything afloat – no
easy feat when the seas were unregulated, full
of madmen, and more like the Wild West than
anything on land.

ISBN: 9781925972993
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World

Whether stashing a headless body in a cargo
freezer, dodging pirates in Singapore Straits,
losing the deceased before a sea burial, or
treating a crew member who had swallowed
a pair of knickers, it was all part of the job for
Captain Rob.
Visceral, charming and definitely not for the faint
of heart, When the Ship Hits the Fan is a treasuretrove of hilarious incidents, accidents and
seafaring shenanigans from a life of working on
every type of ship in every ocean of the world.

This book celebrates the loving, unflappable,
occasionally embarrassing and ever-evolving
father figure. Plucked from different cultures,
places and moments in history, these men
embody the everyday heroism that comes with
being a dad.
From J R. R. Tolkien to Steve Irwin and Queer
Eye’s Karamo, these blokes have taught us to
stand up for what’s right, harness the power of
imagination and laugh at ourselves even on our
worst days.
Featuring charming illustrations from Michael
Weldon, Hero Dads is a thank you to the dads
who carried us to bed when we fell asleep in the
car, who let us dance on their toes, who checked
the wardrobe for monsters and who valiantly
finished our pizzas when we couldn’t stomach
another bite.

Barack Obama

Adam Liaw

Gift
Publication Date:
28 Jul 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925972962
Paperback: 128 pages
180 x 130mm
Rights: ANZ

NEW
EDITION

Sport
Publication Date:
28 Jul 2020
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781922400055
Paperback: 288 pages
250 x 175mm
Rights: World

AWARD
WINNER

Icons of Footy

The Glad Shout

Paperback Edition

Paperback Edition

By Kevin Sheedy

By Alice Robinson

Footy legend Kevin Sheedy crosses team alliances
to profile the 21 most iconic Aussie Rules players
and coaches of his lifetime.

After a catastrophic storm destroys Melbourne,
Isobel flees to higher ground with her husband
and young daughter. Food and supplies run low,
panic sets in and still no help arrives. To protect
her daughter, Isobel must take drastic action.

He also sits down for interviews with nine icons
he has long admired and who don’t normally (for
various reasons) have their stories told. Packed
full of wisdom and wit, insight and memories,
Icons of Footy is a treasure-trove for football
fans of all tribes and ages, from one of the most
unique and colourful characters in Australian
sport.
This beautifully packaged paperback includes:
Gary Ablett Senior, Allen Aylett, Ron Barassi,
Kevin Bartlett, Malcolm Blight, Barry Cable,
Wayne Carey, Alastair Clarkson, Jason Dunstall,
Graham Farmer, Lance Franklin, Adam Goodes,
Royce Hart, Francis Hughes, James Hird, Alex
Jesaulenko, Leigh Matthews, Kevin Murray, John
Nicholls, Barrie Robran, Michael Tuck.

The Glad Shout is an extraordinary novel of rare
depth and texture. Told in a starkly visual and
compelling narrative, this is a deeply moving
homage to motherhood and the struggles faced
by women in difficult times.

Fiction
Publication Date:
14 Jul 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781922400062
Paperback: 320 pages
210 x 135mm
Rights: World

Winner of the 2019
Readings Prize for New Fiction

‘This is a powerful novel.’
– The Age

‘The Glad Shout floored me … Terrifying,
beautiful and resonant in so many ways.
Breathtaking.’
– Clementine Ford

Second Best

The Flying Kangaroo

The Amazing Untold Stories of the
Greatest Runners-up

100 Years of Qantas
By Neil Montagnana-Wallace

By Ben Pobjie

History
Publication Date:
25 Aug 2020
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781922419125
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World

History is always written by the winners and
about the winners. But what about the poor souls
lurking in the shadows of history, the ones who
were just as remarkable but perhaps didn’t stick
their chests out as they crossed the line?
In Second Best, Australia’s funniest history buff
Ben Pobjie celebrates the noble and altogether
more fascinating stories of the silver-medal
getters. What drove them to their incredible
feats, why did they just miss out, and how did
they cope with history enshrining them as the
one who came in second place?
From the Second Fleet to the second man on
the moon and Australia’s second prime minister,
Second Best shines a light on those plucky men
and women who, through no fault of their own –
or at least only a little fault of their own – didn’t
quite get there before everyone else, but did get
there before almost everyone else.

No symbol better conveys the intrepid spirit
of Australia than the flying kangaroo. Whether
it’s glimpsed on a red-eye flight to an interstate
business meeting, before leaving for adventure
or holidays, or when longing to return home, that
sweep of red defines air travel in Australia.
Qantas has always been about connection. It
began by connecting Australians across western
Queensland’s unforgiving terrain, and before
long was connecting Australia with the world.
Qantas’s history is entwined with Australian
identity, launching in the aftermath of World
War I and the Spanish Flu, and soaring to match
Australian ambitions in the one hundred years
since. Its centenary year has been the most
turbulent year yet, with a pandemic grounding
virtually the entire fleet and Qantas coming to
the rescue of Australians stranded overseas.
Like Australia, Qantas will soar again. The
Flying Kangaroo features never-before-seen
photographs and historical detail from Qantas’s
archives, celebrating a century of Australian
aviation and a nation that always reaches for
the sky.

History
Publication Date:
13 Oct 2020
RRP: $49.99
ISBN: 9781922400345
Hardback: 264 pages
240 x 235mm
Rights: ANZ

STANDOUT
MEMOIR
the secret world
of chronic illness

Unseen
J AC I N TA PA R S O N S

Memoir
Publication Date:
29 Sep 2020
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781922400239
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World

Unseen

Mark Skaife

The Secret World of Chronic Illness

The Complete Illustrated Autobiography

By Jacinta Parsons

By Mark Skaife

Broadcaster Jacinta Parsons was in her twenties
when she first began to feel unwell – the kind
of unwell that didn’t go away. Doctors couldn’t
explain why, and Jacinta wondered if it might
be in her head. But she could barely function,
was frequently unable to eat or get out of bed
for days, and gradually turned into a shadow
of herself. Eventually she got a diagnosis, but
knowing she had Crohn’s disease wouldn’t
stop her life from spiralling into a big mess of
doctors, hospitals and medical disasters. With
chronic illness as her constant companion, she
had to learn how to function in a world set up
for the well.

When it comes to masters of motorsport, Mark
Skaife is without peers. The stats ordain him
the most brilliant touring car racer in Australian
motorsport history: his six Bathurst victories and
five touring car championships place him in the
rarefied company of Peter Brock.

What’s most extraordinary about Jacinta’s story
is how common it is. Nearly half of all Australians
live with a chronic illness, but most of these
conditions are not obvious, little understood and
often endured in secrecy. They are unseen.
With compelling candour, Jacinta trains a
microscope on the unique challenges of living
with an invisible condition. She lays bare the
struggles with shame, loss of identity, the threat
of mortality, and the profoundly complex
relationships between the chronically ill and their
own bodies, as well as those around them. It’s a
story of trying to fix an unfixable illness, getting
beaten down then clawing back up, and how that
experience can shape a life.

For more than three decades, across the Holden
Racing Team’s golden era, Skaife was the chosen
one. Imposing, sometimes polarising and always
revered, his legend is immeasurable and he remains
a pillar of Australian motorsport today as a media
ambassador and presenter.
This unique and intimate illustrated autobiography
recounts the thrills, heartbreaks and epic feats
of an unparalleled racing career, on the track
and behind the scenes. Featuring photos and
memorabilia from his personal collection, a
narrative as entertaining as a Bathurst bend, and
fascinating insights from those who know him
best, Mark Skaife is the definitive account of the
man behind the helmet.

Autobiography
Publication Date:
27 Oct 2020
RRP: $45.00
ISBN: 9781922400178
Hardback: 288 pages
250 x 175mm
Rights: World

COVER NOT FINAL

My Suburban Farm

Gardening
Publication Date:
27 Oct 2020
RRP: $35.00
ISBN: 9781922400253
Hardback: 192 pages
240 x 190mm
Rights: World

The 50 Greatest Australian Cricketers

Finding Bucolic Bliss in the Burbs

Of the Past 50 Years

By Ainslee Costa

By Dan Liebke

While most Australians live in capital cities, at
one time or another we all covet the charm and
slower pace of country living. A tree change
isn’t feasible for most suburbanites, so why not
combine the best of both worlds at home?

Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and
some have greatness thrust upon them by virtue
of their skills with ball and bat. This book is about
the latter.

My Suburban Farm is a gorgeous guide to
injecting the rustic romance, craft aesthetic
and homegrown joy of rural life into your own
suburban nook. From the rewards of growing
your own veggies to the meditative delights of
craft, this book celebrates everything handmade
and homegrown with Ainslee Costa, the creator
of the hugely popular My Suburban Farm
Instagram account.
Featuring:
• Craft tips, in everything from candle-making to
silversmithing
• Stunning photography
• Recipes for preserving and making the most of
homegrown produce
• Amazing results from a can-do attitude
• Advice on how to mix and match for that
soothing country aesthetic

Australia’s favourite sport has a proud history of
turning nobodies into somebodies and ordinary
men and women into heroes of international
renown. From the black-and-white belligerence of
Ian Chappell to the colourful celebrity of Shane
Warne, the diplomacy of Adam Gilchrist to the
ruthlessness of Meg Lanning, the pantheon of
Australia’s greatest cricketers is as mottled as the
crowds that cheer them on. But who is the
greatest of them all?
In The 50 Greatest Australian Cricketers, sports
journalist and comedy writer Dan Liebke relives
the careers, characteristics and enduring legacies
of the finest Australian cricket players of the past
50 years.

Sport
Publication Date:
27 Oct 2020
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781922400178
Paperback: 288 pages
250 x 175mm
Rights: World

COVER NOT FINAL

COVER NOT FINAL

Edgar’s Mission Community
By Edgar’s Mission

Whatever
happened to

What Ever Happened to Ned Kelly’s Head?
And 50 Other Baffling Australian Mysteries

Ned
Kelly's
Head?

By Eamon Evans

Cooking
Publication Date:
27 Oct 2020
RRP: $35.00
ISBN: 9781922400307
Paperback: 192 pages
235 x 190mm
Rights: World

From heart-warming soups and bowls that
nourish the soul, to cheesy bakes and mindblowing curries that feed a crowd, this cookbook
has something for everyone. There are tasty quick
fixes for lunches and weeknights, clever ways
to veganise classic dishes, and sweet treats that
make perfect gifts. Plus a heap of information for
living a plant-based life, including vegan hacks,
super substitutes and pantry essentials.
The recipes were gifted to Edgar’s Mission by
our kindness community: everyday home cooks,
chefs and nutritionists who really care about the
food on their plates. Oh, and a few celebrities,
musicians and sportspeople have shared their
go-to vegan recipes (thank you David Campbell,
Osher Günsberg, Morgan Mitchell, Allday, DJ
Tigerlilly and friends). Nothing makes us happier
than being able to pass these recipes on to you.
Together we can make the world a kinder place
for everyone.

Who stole the priceless Picasso from the NGV?
Was Errol Flynn a Nazi spy? Did an Australian kill
the infamous Red Baron?
If you think Australia’s history is straightforward,
you’re dead wrong. This is a land of the strange,
the spooky and the unexplained. From the eerie
ball of light that stalked a terrified family across
the Nullabor, to the whereabouts of Victoria’s
parliamentary mace, to the unidentified body
found propped up on an Adelaide beach, and,
yes, to the whereabouts of Ned Kelly’s skull,
you’ll find our history has plenty of mysterious
twists and unanswered questions.
With his signature wit, Eamon Evans investigates
Australia’s most curious mysteries, digs up the
evidence and lays it out for the court of public
opinion to decide. What Ever Happened to Ned
Kelly’s Head? will have you scratching your head
and wondering long after the last page.

EAMON EVANS

History
Publication Date:
24 Nov 2020
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781922400314
Paperback: 224 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World

COVER NOT FINAL

NEW
EDITION

It Happened in a Holden
New Edition

The Dictionary of Lost Words
New Format

Edited by Paddy O’Reilly

By Pip Williams

The Holden was the first car designed for Australia,
rolling into our lives in 1948. Since then it has been
rooted firmly in the Australian psyche.

Gift
Publication Date:
24 Nov 2020
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781922213327
Paperback: 224 pages
175 x 193mm
Rights: World

Holden models have defined generations. The FJ,
the EH, the Torana, the Kingswood panel van, the
Monaro, the ute – the name of each model is like
a tuning fork for eras of Australian family, city and
bush life.
Almost every Australian has a Holden story. They are
funny, sad, ridiculous, moving, and sometimes lurid.
With contributions from:
Bruce Beresford, Jamie Whincup, Cate Kennedy,
Father Bob Maguire, Kerry Greenwood,
Shane Jacobson, Bev Brock, John Romeril,
Anna Krien, Anson Cameron, Christine Nixon,
Frankie J Holden, Tara June Winch, Peter Corris,
Yassmin Abdel-Magied, Gary Poole and many more.

NEW
FORMAT

In 1901, the word ‘bondmaid’ was discovered missing from
the Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of the girl
who stole it.
Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and
irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in the
‘Scriptorium’, a garden shed in Oxford where her father and
a team of dedicated lexicographers are collecting words
for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Esme’s place is
beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day a
slip of paper containing the word ‘bondmaid’ flutters to the
floor. Esme rescues the slip and stashes it in an old wooden
case that belongs to her friend, Lizzie, a young servant in
the big house. Esme begins to collect other words from
the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or have been
neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense
of the world.
Over time, Esme realises that some words are considered
more important than others, and that words and meanings
relating to women’s experiences often go unrecorded.
While she dedicates her life to the Oxford English
Dictionary, secretly, she begins to collect words for another
dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost Words.
Set when the women’s suffrage movement was at its height
and the Great War loomed, The Dictionary of Lost Words
reveals a lost narrative, hidden between the lines of a
history written by men. It’s a delightful, lyrical and deeply
thought-provoking celebration of words, and the power of
language to shape the world and our experience of it.

Historical Fiction
Publication Date:
24 Nov 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781922400277
Paperback: 384 pages
198 x 128mm
Rights: World

‘There will not be this
year a more original
novel published.’
– Tom Keneally

‘Full of heart
and tenderness,
heartbreak and joy,
love and loss.’
– The Age

NEW
FORMAT

The Bee and the Orange Tree
New Format
By Melissa Ashley

Historical Fiction
Publication Date:
24 Nov 2020
RRP: $19.99

It’s 1699, and the salons of Paris are bursting
with the creative energy of fierce, independentminded women. But outside those doors, the
patriarchal forces of Louis XIV and the Catholic
Church are moving to curb their freedoms. In
this battle for equality, Baroness Marie Catherine
D’Aulnoy invents a powerful weapon: ‘fairy tales’.

ISBN: 9781922400321
Paperback: 384 pages
198 x 128mm
Rights: World

‘A thought-provoking
reflection on the
fallout when a
person’s agency is
taken away … Ashley
writes astutely of
the ramifications of
social history often
hidden.’
– The Australian

When Marie Catherine’s daughter, Angelina,
arrives in Paris for the first time, she is swept up
in the glamour and sensuality of the city, where
a woman may live outside the confines of the
church or marriage. But this is a fragile freedom,
as she discovers when Marie Catherine’s close
friend Nicola Tiquet is arrested, accused of
conspiring to murder her abusive husband. In the
race to rescue Nicola, illusions will be shattered
and dark secrets revealed as all three women
learn how far they will go to preserve their
liberty in a society determined to control them.
This keenly awaited second book from Melissa
Ashley, author of The Birdman’s Wife, restores
another remarkable, little-known woman to her
rightful place in history, revealing the dissent
hidden beneath the whimsical surfaces of Marie
Catherine’s fairy tales. The Bee and the Orange
Tree is a beautifully lyrical and deeply absorbing
portrait of a time, a place, and the subversive
power of the imagination.
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About us
Affirm Press is one of Australia’s fastest-growing publishers, and
our recent rapid growth has been boosted by the addition of our
award-winning kids list.
Our first ever picture book, A Walk in the Bush by debut author and
illustrator Gwyn Perkins, won the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Picture Book of the Year for 2018 and Alison Lester, Australia’s most-loved picture book creator, won Book of the Year (Early
Childhood) for Tricky’s Bad Day in 2019.
That in a nutshell sums up the Affirm Press kids list: a combination
of the best emerging talent and some of the industry’s most-loved
creators with a dedication to publishing great stories and big ideas.
We’re interested in building relationships, not one-offs, and we’re
driven by finding creative ways of publishing and promoting each
of our titles. We’re a close-knit and supportive team, which means
each Affirm Press book is lovingly chaperoned through every step
of the publishing process.
As well as being one of Australia’s fastest-growing publishers, we
also like to think we’re the most optimistic and our aim is to
influence by delight, based on our strong belief that the books we
read shape the people we want to be. We see opportunities in the
changing publishing industry and distinguish ourselves through
editorial commitment and a strong focus on sales and marketing.
Our in-house sales staff are supported by the dynamic team at
Hachette Australia and New Zealand and our titles are distributed
by Alliance Distributions Services (ADS).
Affirm Press acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples as the traditional custodians of Australia, and the people
of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of the place we
now live and work called Melbourne.

The Secret Library of
Hummingbird House

I Saw Pete and Pete Saw Me
By Maggie Hutchings & Evie Barrow

By Julianne Negri

Middle Grade
Publication Date:
30 Jun 2020
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925870497
Age: 9–12
Paperback: 304 pages
198 x 128mm
Rights: World

Hattie Maxwell is trying to make sense of her
life since the Big Split. It used to be the four of
them – Mum, Dad, Ivy and Hattie – against the
universe. But lately it feels like she’s a lone star
in a big galaxy. Her one escape is Hummingbird
House, an old mansion with a giant mulberry tree
just perfect for climbing to hide from the world.
So when Hattie learns that the house is going
to be demolished, she is determined to save it.
A midnight visit becomes a step back in time,
and Hummingbird House reveals its secrets: a
hidden library, a mysterious new friend, and a lost
treasure that could help stop the development.
Can the past help Hattie to fix her present?
A brilliant time-slip novel with a contemporary
twist, The Secret Library of Hummingbird House
celebrates standing up, speaking out and letting
go of the past.

When you are small
you can see
things that
grown-ups
are too busy
to notice . . .
Everyone walks right past Pete – except for one
little boy. He sees Pete’s big smile and bright
drawings, and they make a connection. The boy
can’t give Pete a home, but when Pete gets sick, he
can show he cares.

Picture Book
Publication Date:
28 Jul 2020
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925972825
Age: 3–7
Hardback: 32 pages
280 x 210mm
Rights: World

A heartfelt, moving story about the importance of
really seeing the world around us and the power in
tiny acts of kindness.

DELUXE
FORMAT

Picture Book
Publication Date:
28 Jul 2020

There’s Only One Dad Like You
New Format

How to Write
the Soundtrack to Your Life

By Jess Racklyeft

By Fiona Hardy

There’s only one dad like you, Dad.
My hero, friend and guide.
You teach me about this great big world
and how to enjoy the ride.

Murphy Parker is going to be a songwriter. If
she can summon up the nerve to play in front
of anyone other than her dad, that is. When an
unplanned keyboard performance at school goes
well, Murphy wonders if maybe her dreams
have a chance after all.

RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925972573
Age: 3+
Hardback: 24 pages
210 x 290mm
Rights: World

Wise dads, caring dads, daring dads, creative dads
– each dad brings their own sense of fun. Joyful,
tender and heartfelt, There’s Only One Dad Like
You is a celebration of the merry magic of dads.

There’s

Only One Dad
Like You

Until her entire grade accuses her of plagiarism.
Someone out there is playing Murphy’s songs.
But why? How did they hear her play? Desperate
to clear her name and reclaim her music, Murphy
makes an unlikely alliance with two of her
classmates. Turns out, friendship might be even
more complicated than tracking down a song
thief…
From the up-and-coming talent behind How
to Make a Movie in 12 Days comes a funny and
moving mystery about family, friendship and
finding your voice.
Also by this author
Longlisted for the
2020 ABIA Book of the Year
for Younger Children

Jess Racklyeft

Middle Grade
Publication Date:
25 Aug 2020
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781922419132
Age: 9–12
Paperback: 288 pages
198 x 128mm
Rights: World

STANDOUT
PICTURE
BOOK

Welcome, Baby, to This World
By Jess Racklyeft

By Sarah Allen

Welcome, baby, to this world.
Lashes long and fingers curled.

Journey through the day with these vibrant
feathered friends!

From the bestselling author of There’s Only
One Mum Like You comes a warm, heartfelt and
modern new baby book.

Full of splashing shorebirds, clattering cockatoos,
parading penguins and greedy galahs, Busy Beaks is
the perfect introduction to Australian birds of all
shapes and sizes.

Picture Book
Publication Date:
08 Sep 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925972917

Busy Beaks

Age: 0–3
Hardback: 24 pages
289 x 238mm
Rights: World

Also by this author

Author-illustrator Sarah Allen draws inspiration
from the exquisite flora and fauna surrounding her
home in Victoria.

Picture Book
Publication Date:
29 Sep 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925972958
Age: 2–6
Hardback: 32 pages
280 x 210
Rights: World

MICA the Star Sailor

Picture Book
Publication Date:
29 Sep 2020

By Bertie Blackman

By Rachel Rooney & Zehra Hicks

Mica dreams of being an astronaut, just like her
father. But waiting for him to come home can
feel endless.

What happens when you get a Worry?

So one night, when a shooting star streams
through her window, Mica follows it and steps
into a magical adventure ...

RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925972900
Age: 6+
Hardback: 32 pages
301 x 562mm
Rights: World

The Worrying Worries

A meteoric exploration of love, loss and the
power of the imagination, MICA the Star Sailor
is an exquisite picture book debut from the
endlessly talented Bertie Blackman in dedication
to her father, the late artist Charles Blackman.

They can follow you around everywhere, and they
are HUNGRY.

Picture Book
They feed on your fears and put sad thoughts in your
head until they’ve grown so big, it can be hard to get
anything done!

Publication Date:
29 Sep 2020
RRP: $17.99
ISBN: 9781922400161

Luckily, the Worry Doctor knows exactly what to do.

Age: 3–6
Hardback: 32 pages
250 x 260mm
Rights: ANZ

Also in the series

STANDOUT
FICTION

COVER NOT FINAL

The Grandest Bookshop
in the World

Sing Me the Summer
By Jane Godwin & Alison Lester

By Amelia Mellor

Middle Grade
Publication Date:
29 Sep 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925972955
Age: 9–12
Hardback: 320 pages
198 x 128mm
Rights: World

Pearl and Vally Cole live in a bookshop. And not
just any bookshop. In 1893, Cole’s Book Arcade
in Melbourne is the grandest bookshop in the
world, brimming with every curiosity imaginable.
Each day brings fresh delights for the siblings:
voice-changing sweets, talking parrots, a new
story written just for them by their eccentric
father.
When Pearl and Vally learn that Pa has risked the
Arcade – and himself – in a shocking deal with
the mysterious Obscurosmith, the siblings hatch
a plan. Soon they are swept into a dangerous
game with impossibly high stakes: defeat seven
challenges by the stroke of midnight and both
the Arcade and their father will be restored. But
if they fail Pearl and Vally won’t just lose Pa –
they’ll forget that he and the Arcade ever existed.

Click here to watch the trailer

Sing Me the Summer combines Jane Godwin’s lyrical
rhyming text with Alison Lester’s lively watercolour
illustrations to delight in the distinct joys that each
season brings.
The book cherishes family togetherness in the
natural world and the small moments outside that
often become our lasting memories of childhood.
Jane Godwin and Alison Lester are two of
Australia’s most beloved picture book creators.
Between them they have created nearly one
hundred books in careers spanning decades. They
have previously collaborated on a profit-forpurpose book, The Silver Sea, which raised over
$40,000 for the Royal Children’s Hospital.

Picture Book
Publication Date:
27 Oct 2020
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925972924
Age: 3–6
Hardback: 32 pages
230 x 285mm
Rights: World

COVER NOT FINAL

Heroes of Footy
30 Dreamers and Trailblazers
Who Shape Our Game

COVER NOT FINAL

Dragon!
By Maggie Hutchings & Cheryl Orsini

By Kevin Sheedy

This book is all about inciting dreams in young
kids, featuring players hand-picked by one of
the biggest and most colourful dreamers (and
legends) to ever grace Australian football.

Children’s Non-Fiction
Publication Date:
27 Oct 2020
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781922400239
Age Range: 10–12
Hardback: 192 pages
246 x 189mm
Rights: World

Heroes of Footy introduces 30 of the rulebreaking, change-making, boundary-pushing and
risk-taking men and women who have shaped
the most popular sport in Australia. They are not
necessarily the most successful footy players, but
they are the ones with the most amazing stories
who have made it to the top-flight of their game.
Their examples show every kid, no matter what
size or where they are from, that they too should
follow their passions and dreams.
Featuring stats, biographical information and
brilliant illustrations by Michael Weldon, Heroes
of Footy is the perfect gift for young footy
tragics everywhere.

Lena and Luka’s friend Sam is as chirpy as a songbird
in sunshine. But one day, Sam’s smile turns upside
down. He’s moving far away!
Lena and Luka promise to visit, but flying is
expensive. Will they ever see Sam again?
Maybe they need something scaly and wide-winged,
with room enough for three …

Picture Book
Publication Date:
29 Sep 2020
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925972931

From the author and illustrator team behind the
much loved Unicorn! and Mermaid! comes a fiery
new adventure about friends who can overcome
anything – with a big wish and a little help from an
accident-prone dragon.

Also in the series

Age: 3–7
Hardback: 32 pages
275 x 240mm
Rights: World

