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One Blue Shoe

Fun with counting  
and numbers

Themes

• Nature
• Counting
• Visual Storytelling
• Silliness

Suitable For

Ages 0–3 (Kindergarten)



Description

One shoe – this one is blue
Two feet stand on a seat
Three balls bouncing around
Two in the air and one on the ground . . .

Share, laugh and learn in this bright and joyful exploration of counting and number concepts. (Oh, and 
look out for the other shoe!)

About the Author

Jane Godwin is an Australian children’s book publisher, and also the highly acclaimed 
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and draws inspiration for her unique illustration style from her surroundings and her 

son Clint. She lives on the Mornington Peninsula.



Themes

Nature

One Blue Shoe celebrates the vibrancy and life that we find in the great outdoors. Young children 
will recognise the familiar surrounds of a suburban backyard, and will be able to identify features 
like trees, flowers, clouds and animals. Children will be entranced by the green garden, blue sky 
and beautiful golden sun. There are plenty of other outdoor objects to spot: apples, snails, ladybugs 
and butterflies pop up throughout the story and remind kids of what they can find in their own 
backyards. Who knows – One Blue Shoe could lead to some intrepid outdoor scavenger hunts!

Counting

How many balls? How many birds? How many babies? How many words? Children are encouraged to 
count between one and ten, and add together different groups of items within the one to ten 

number range. Counting familiar objects depicted in bright colours will give children 
confidence – there are no tricks or complicated questions, just vivid illustrations that 

reinforce basic counting. Children are also asked to do very basic subtraction when the bear’s 
tenth bubble pops: one disappears without a sound, how many left now on the ground? When children 
are asked for the next number after nine, the following page celebrates their accomplishment in 

reaching ten. The two-page spread of ten kites, balls, words, cats, bananas and ladybugs is another fun 
way to combine search-and-find strategies with basic counting. 

Visual Storytelling

The story in One Blue Shoe goes beyond the cheerful rhyming text. As children study the illustrations, 
little stories emerge on each page. Young readers will delight in watching a child and a rabbit blowing 
bubbles together in a backyard, and spotting that same rabbit reading a book while the child 
and the horse fly kites together. And of course, there is the mystery that readers need to 
solve: what happened to that pesky blue shoe? Once children realise that the shoe has been 
hiding in plain sight all along, they can re-read the book and spot a blue shoelace peeking out 
from the doghouse.

Silliness

Children will adore the fabulously silly illustrations in this book. Why is a teddy bear with an eye 
patch practising acrobatics with a blue owl and a purple koala? Why is a spotty pink horse pushing a 
snail along in a wagon? The quirky illustrations add an extra layer of warmth and humour to help kids 
feel comfortable with the story. Small children will revel in the silliness of teddy bears, horses, koalas 
and snails lining up for a cupcake party, but that silliness is still based on familiar things they will 

recognise from their own homes and toy boxes.



Discussion Questions

• Before you start to read the book, see if you can name all of the colours and animals on the 
cover. Do you recognise the numbers on the cover as well?

• Take another look at the title: One Blue Shoe. Does that sound right? How many shoes do 
people normally wear?

• While you are reading the story together, pay close attention to the words. Do you 
notice the words that rhyme? Can you pick out some examples of rhyming words?  

• There are lots of different things in the child’s backyard. How many can you name? Do you have 
any of these things in your garden at home?

• Look at the child on page 3. They’ve got lots of different hats. Do you know what sort of person 
would wear some of these hats? Can you think of other hats that people might wear, like a 
policeman’s hat or a fireman’s hat?

• On the page where the child and the horse are flying kites together, there are some other groups 
of things hidden in the garden. Can you find and count the ladybugs? The stars? The butterflies?

• There are five green apples on page 13. If one of the cats eats two green apples, how many green 
apples will be left?

• How many different kinds of food can you find in this book? Which is your favourite?

• The child, his teddy bear and his animal friends are practising acrobatics in this story. What do you 
know about acrobats? Have you ever seen an acrobat in real life?

• Pages 15 and 16 show ten friends waiting in line. Why are they waiting in line? How do you 
think they would feel if somebody pushed into the line when they’ve all been waiting patiently? 

• There are some blocks in this book that spell out words. What do the words say?

• Where was the other blue shoe? Once you’ve found it, go back to the start of the book and see if 
you can spot the shoe – is it there?



Activities

Mixing and Matching

There are lots of different patterns and colours in this book. For example, take a 
look at the kites: some are solid colours, some are striped, some are multi-coloured 
and one even has swirls. This activity will teach children how to match objects and place them in 
categories.

You will need eight to ten of the same object, but with a variety of designs. The easiest object for 
this activity is five different pairs of socks. Put all the socks on the floor, then pick two mismatching 
socks. Ask the group whether they go together – hopefully they’ll say no! Put one of the socks back 
with the others, then hold up the remaining sock and ask the children to find its matching friend. 
Once they’ve done that, ask them to pair up the rest of the socks.

Once they’ve paired up the rest of the socks, see if the children can sort the socks into other 
categories – perhaps all of the solid coloured socks in one group, and the patterned socks in another 
group. See what they can come up with!
  

But where is the blue shoe?

Pick an object in the room, and pick somebody who will look for the object. Make sure the searcher 
knows what they’ll be looking for, then have the searcher close their eyes while you hide the 
object. When the searcher opens their eyes and begins to look, the rest of the class should say 
“warmer” when the searcher gets closer to the object, and “colder” when the searcher gets 

farther away. A blue shoe would be the perfect object for this activity, but it can be done with anything. 

Here is ten of everything!

Ask the children to collect ten things that match. This could be ten of the same kind of object, like 
ten pencils or ten books. Encourage the children to be inventive – it could be ten things that are the 
same colour, ten things that are made from plastic, or ten things that are soft. Once the children have 
found their ten objects, go around the room and have them each explain why their ten items belong 
in the same category. 

Adding and Subtracting

One Blue Shoe shows how a group of items can be split up. For example, page 4 shows six babies rolling 
around, one in the cot and five on the ground. Gather a collection of ten items and discuss how the items can 
be broken into smaller groups. You might have a group of six and a group of four, or two groups of 
four and one group of two. Keep rearranging the items into different configurations of ten and see if 
the children can keep track. 


