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I love your quiet stories,
songs sung loud in the rain.

No one can hug like you, Mum,
or makes me feel the same.

Brave mums, playful mums, cuddly mums, quiet mums –  
every mum is special in her own way. Charming, heartfelt and 

delightful, There’s Only One Mum Like You is a tribute to  
the unique magic of mums.
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Themes
• Family and companionship
• Growing up
• Individuality
• Love and support

Suitable For: 
Ages 2–8
Prep to Grade 2



About the Author
Jess Racklyeft is a children’s book lover, draw-er and 
reader based in Melbourne, who also creates work for 
card companies, picture books, original paintings, 
prints and all types of different client projects. Jess 
loves watercolours, but is getting more and more into 
combining digital work and tinkers with oils, pencils 
and other bits and bobs she can get her mitts on. Two 
of the books Jess has illustrated, Merry Everything and 
Smile Cry, have gone on to become CBCA notables.

A Note from the Author
 

As a mum to two young children, I find being a parent wonderful/exhausting/
creative and inspiring! After reading our 15th picture book for the night one 
evening, I thought how it would be nice to recognise both the reader (often a 
parent or carer) and their unique personality, from a child’s perspective. This also 
gave me the opportunity to illustrate some of my favourite places and animals 
from around the world, highlighting their different parenting skills (from brave 
flying pig captains, to confident opera singing snails as well as shy giraffes). I was 

thrilled to have the chance to work with Davina Bell (senior editor) 
and my mentor Anna Walker (art director) to help shape the book, 

my first as an author–illustrator. I feel really proud of the result, 
and hope it is enjoyed by kids and all the unique and brilliant 

parents/carers alike.
 

Description
I love your quiet stories, 
Songs sung loud in the rain, 
No one can hug like you, Mum, 
Or makes me feel the same.

Brave mums, playful mums, cuddly mums, quiet 
mums – every mum is special in her own way. 
Charming, heartfelt and delightful, There’s Only One 
Mum Like You is a tribute to the unique magic of mums.



Themes
FAMILY LIFE

No one can hug like you, mum, or makes me feel the same.
This book celebrates the bond between mums and their children and the simple 
pleasures of family life. The typical experiences of young children – warm hugs, 
bedtime stories and raucous games – are all depicted in the text and illustrations. 
Children will identify with the activities in the story and will be able to draw 
comparisons with their own daily life.

GROWING UP 

You will always be my mum, and I’ll always be your sprout.
Childhood is not without its hardships, but There’s Only One Mum 
Like You offers young children a sense of comfort when they think 
about the big, wide world. 
Obstacles and difficulties are discussed, but the mother’s role 
as protector and caretaker is reinforced when the mother 
owl shelters her children from the rain and when a young 
butterfly emerges from the cocoon to find his mum nearby.

INVIDUALITY

There’s only one mum like you, Mum. You’re mine, and it makes me proud.
No two mums are exactly alike – and why should they be? Every child will find 
something of their mother or carer in the text or the illustrations. Our intrinsic 
differences and idiosyncrasies should be celebrated whether we like to sing in the 
rain, tell quiet stories or toboggan through the North Pole!

LOVE AND SUPPORT

Your love’s the strongest superglue that sticks me to your side.
The bond between mothers and their children is characterised by constant support 
and unconditional love, and these things are woven into every line and illustration. 

The final page – a polar bear and her cub looking up at the night 
sky – perfectly encapsulates the warmth and wonder that children 
feel when they think of their mums.



Activities and Discussion Points 
• Before you start reading, have a look at the cover of this book and read the 

blurb on the back. Discuss as a class what you think this story might be about. 
Also take a moment to discuss what it is about a book that makes you want to 
read it. Is it the cover? The description? Are you interested in this book based on 
these details? 

• After reading the book, discuss as a class if the book has lived up to expectations. 
Draw your own version of the cover and write your own blurb, now that you have 
read the book.  

• Think about your mum while you listen to the story. Does your mum give the 
best hugs in the world? Can you think of a time when you were sad or scared, and 
your mum made you feel better? How does your mum make you feel special? 

• The mums in this story are good at lots of different things. Some mums can cook, 
some can sing, some can even fly hot air balloons! Does your mum have any 
special talents? 

• If you and your mum were animals, which animals would you be? Why? Draw a 
picture of the two of you together as animals.  

• Mums teach us all about the world. What are some of the things your mum has 
taught you? As a class, make a list of all the great things you have learnt from 
your mums.  

• There are lots of animal mums with their children in this story. Did you know 
that a baby owl is called an owlet, and a baby otter is called a pup? Can you think 
of the names for any other baby animals? 

• The animals in this book live in lots of different environments. The polar bears 
live in the snow, the octopi live in the water and the koalas live in a eucalyptus 
tree. Draw a picture of the place where you live. What sort of things do you have 
in your home that are different to an animal’s home? 

• Write a list of all the things your mum is good at and all the ways she makes you 
feel special. Give her the list as a present – and don’t forget to give her a big hug!


