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1. Stuart tells Kim about Decay theory, which suggests that even though she 
can’t remember her life as Sammy Went, there may still be a memory hidden 
in her mind. Have you ever seen the effect of Decay theory on any of your 
own memories?

2. Before the final big reveal, who else did you think might have taken Sammy 
Went?

3. The Nowhere Child includes multiple perspectives. Why do you think the author 
chose to tell the story through several different voices?

4. Though she was stolen from her birth family, Kim lived a safe and happy life 
with the Leamys. Do you think the decision to take her was morally right or 
wrong?

5. Even though Kim can’t remember her life in Manson, do you think those early 
experiences still shaped who she became as an adult? If so, how?

6. Christian White’s characters are all complex, each showing both good and evil 
in the way they treat one another. Did you find yourself changing your mind 
about any of the characters as you read this book?

7. Though we understand Dean’s reasons for secrecy, Carol Leamy’s motivations 
are less clear. Why do you think she agreed not to tell Kim the truth about her 
past?

8. When Kim visits Molly she finds her ‘full of darkness’, and questions whether it 
was Sammy’s disappearance that put that darkness there. To what extent do 
you believe the loss of her child made Molly this way?

9 Kim talks about feeling as though she’s been dropped between two islands 
– ‘you have to swim towards something’. In this metaphor, what do you think 
the islands represent, and which island does she choose?

10. Kim talks about using her camera to ‘tame’ her environment as she searches 
for something familiar in Manson. What do you think is the relationship 
between photography and memory in The Nowhere Child?


