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Affirm Press is an independent Melbourne-based publisher 
dedicated to publishing great Australian stories, big ideas, and 
the most engaging local and international authors.

We publish a broad range of non-fiction books with a select and 
successful list of fiction. Our aim is to influence by delight, based 
on a strong belief that the books we read shape the people we 
want to be. 

As well as being one of Australia’s fastest-growing publishers, 
we like to think we’re the most optimistic. We see opportunities 
in the changing publishing industry and distinguish ourselves 
through editorial commitment and a focus on sales and 
marketing to connect with readers. 

2018 was a breakout year for Affirm Press, and was capped 
by Christian White’s novel, The Nowhere Child, becoming the 
fastest-selling Australian debut ever, and Gwyn Perkins’ A Walk 
in the Bush winning the CBCA’s Picture Book of the Year. 

Our in-house sales staff are supported by the dynamic team 
at Hachette Australia and New Zealand, and our titles are 
distributed by Alliance Distribution Services (ADS), the best in 
the business. We sell rights to overseas publishers, and audio and 
film producers, in partnership with DeFiore and Company (NYC) 
for adult titles and Rights People for our kids list.

Contact:  
Keiran Rogers
Sales and Marketing Director
keiran@affirmpress.com.au
03 8695 9639



Author Leo Kennedy is the great-grandson of 
Sergeant Michael Kennedy. Raised in the shadow 
of his great-grandfather’s murder, Leo witnessed 
the deep psychological wounds inflicted on 
successive generations of his family – and the 
families of other victims – as the Ned Kelly myth 
grew around them and the sacrifice of their loved 
ones was forgotten. Leo himself was nicknamed 
‘Red Ned’ at school and taunted for being on the 
wrong side of Australian history.

For the first time, and in brilliant prose that 
brings these historical episodes to life, Black 
Snake challenges the legend of Ned Kelly. Instead 
of celebrating an heroic man of the people, it 
gives voice to the victims of a merciless gang of 
outlaws. This is a captivating true story, gleaned 
from meticulous research and family history, 
of two men from similar backgrounds whose 
legacies were distorted by history.

BLACK SNAKE
THE REAL STORY OF NED KELLY
By Leo Kennedy with Mic Looby

Publication Date:  
25 June 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870428
Paperback: 336 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

AUSTRALIAN 
HISTORY

‘A passionate but measured study that 
those on both sides of the Kelly divide 
will be interested in.’  
– The Saturday Age

NEW 
EDITION



Ned Kelly’s tin helmet looms large over Australia’s 
bushranging past, but what about all the unsung 
outlaws of the Australian bush?

In Mad Dogs and Thunderbolts, Ben Pobjie celebrates 
the derring-do and revolutionary passion of all the wild 
colonial boys and girls who raided our towns and stole 
our hearts, all while wearing sensible headgear.

MAD DOGS AND THUNDERBOLTS
By Ben Pobjie

Publication Date:  
25 June 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925870435
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153 mm 
Rights: World

AUSTRALIAN 
HISTORY/HUMOURAlso in the series:

Alan Rochford was living the dream when he started 
Stone Cottage, an idyllic French restaurant nestled in the 
Adelaide Hills. He had everything going for him apart from 
experience, money, and the first idea about what he was 
doing. After two years and one divorce, he began to see 
the funny side, fed on an endless diet of characters and 
occurrences so crazy that you couldn’t make them up.

Australia’s answer to Basil Fawlty, Alan serves up a 
degustation of lip-smacking anecdotes, from his side-line 
in snail trading across the French countryside, to the time 
two customers got a touch too ‘intimate’ in the middle of his 
dinning room. Guinea Pig in White Wine Sauce is the tale 
of one man trying to keep his head in the certifiably insane 
world of fine dining.

GUINEA  PIG IN WHITE WINE SAUCE 
TALES OF A RAMSHACKLE RESTAURANT IN  
THE HILLS
By Alan Rochford

Publication Date:  
9 July 2019 
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925870183
Hardback: 288 pages
210 x 135mm 
Rights: World

A L A N  R O C H F O R D

Stories of a  

       Ramshackle Restaurant  

                in the Hills

White Wine Sauce Guinea Pigs in 

MEMOIR

Not final cover
Cover com

ing soon



It’s the 1986 tour of India, and Australian cricket is 
on its knees. Reeling from the loss of key players 
to retirement and rebel tours, Australia faces a 
surging India, fresh off their first ever tour win in 
England and keen to assert their dominance. Few 
give Australia a chance, and even Allan Border 
doubts his ability to lead this team.

What follows is one of the most titanic struggles in 
cricket history. Played in conditions that would breach 
health and safety standards today, the first Test in 
Madras (now Chennai) swung like a pendulum, with 
astonishing individual displays turning the tide each 
day. Players were felled by the brutal heat, poor 
facilities and ferocious competition. Tensions reached 
boiling point on and off the field. Dean Jones’s 210 
was one of the gutsiest Australian knocks ever, Greg 
Matthews bowled for most of the final day (in a 
jumper!) and Ray Bright took five wickets despite being 
seriously ill. The climactic and controversial final ball 
forced a tie for only the second time in Test history 
and set a course for Allan Border to remain as captain.

In Border’s Battlers, Michael Sexton details the 
momentous occasion when Australia drew a line in 
the dust of Madras, and drew inspiration from the 
fight. The team returned to Madras the next year 
to launch a winning World Cup campaign as rank 
outsiders and the seeds of a new golden age of 
Australian cricket were sown.

Featuring interviews with Allan Border, Kapil Dev, 
Sunil Gavaskar, Greg Matthews, Dean Jones, David 
Boon, Steve Waugh and Ravi Shastri.

BORDER’S BATTLERS
THE FURNACE OF MADRAS, THE TIED TEST, 
A DEFINING MOMENT FOR AUSTRALIAN 
CRICKET

By Michael Sexton

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925870527
Paperback: 336 pages
234 x 153 mm 
Rights: World

SPORT

Cover com
ing soon



‘Melissa Ashley’s lush work is a beautiful 
testimony to this overlooked – but brave 
and talented – female artist.’  
– Jessica White, author of A Curious Intimacy

Losing his fortune in the stock market crash 
of 1987 was the final straw for Dave Glasheen. 
After a series of catastrophes, he needed to take 
drastic measures to restore himself. Opting out 
of the rat race, he cast himself away to a deserted 
island off the north-east tip of Australia, as far off 
the grid as was humanly possible. He has lived 
there ever since. 

One annual supermarket shop, a sketchy internet 
connection, and enough ingredients for a home 
brew satisfy all of Dave’s material needs. He 
catches fish, traps rainwater and cooks on an 
open fire. For company he tames dingoes, meets 
with friends from the Aboriginal community  
40 kilometres away, and entertains drop-ins such 
as Russell Crowe sailing past on his honeymoon 
or the chairman of McDonald’s on a game-fishing 
trip. Then there’s his running feud with Boxhead, 
an antisocial saltwater crocodile who just won’t 
leave him in peace. 

Between heartbreak and hair-raising adventures, 
Dave has found happiness on Restoration Island 
and dreams of creating a retreat to promote the 
profound healing that saved his life. Brimming 
with humour, eccentricity and hard-earned 
wisdom, The Millionaire Castaway is the feel-
good autobiography of the year.

THE MILLIONAIRE
CASTAWAY
THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF HOW I LOST MY 
FORTUNE BUT FOUND NEW RICHES LIVING 
ON A DESERTED ISLAND

By Dave Glasheen with Neil Bramwell 

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925712797
Paperback: 336 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

Not final cover

MEMOIR



History has two views of Major Thomas’s role 
in the Breaker Morant story: either he is a hero 
whose skilful legal defence embarrassed Britain 
in the infamous Boer War crime trials, or a 
bumbling fool whose incompetence cost the 
lives of innocent people.

Thomas was himself a casualty of the saga, 
which destroyed his life and his reputation as 
authorities thwarted his efforts to tell the truth. 
A proper hearing of this former newspaper 
proprietor, lawyer, decorated soldier and pillar 
of his community is long overdue.

MAJOR THOMAS
THE BUSH LAWYER WHO DEFENDED 
BREAKER MORANT AND TOOK ON THE 
BRITISH EMPIRE

By Greg Growden

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $35
ISBN: 9781925712810
Hardback: 304 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

Greg Growden

Major 
Thomas

The bush lawyer who defended Breaker 
Morant and took on the British Empire.

AUSTRALIAN 
HISTORY

BEWILDERED
HOW 3000 KILOMETRES ALONE IN THE 
WILD CAN CHANGE A LIFE

By Laura Waters

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925870541
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

MEMOIR

Laura Waters had never been sporty, but 
after an emotionally abusive relationship 
she farewelled corporate life to hike from 
the top to the bottom of New Zealand. Alone 
and inexperienced, Laura pressed on across 
untamed and astoundingly beautiful landscape, 
finding friendship and transforming her life. 

Bewildered is a story about facing fears and 
the insight that we can discover when we leave 
behind the comforts of modern life and let 
ourselves be ‘rewilded’.

Not final cover
Cover com

ing soon



Blackmail, police raids, hidden fortunes, death 
threats and a billion-dollar offshore trust. This is 
the thrilling, stranger-than-fiction story of Craig 
Wright, the controversial Australian who this book 
reveals is the real Satoshi Nakamoto, the elusive 
inventor of Bitcoin. Wright also holds the largest 
single cache of Bitcoin, making him not only a 
billionaire many times over, but the single most 
influential figure presiding over the future of the 
currency, and over blockchain, the underpinning 
technology that is proving as disruptive to the 
world as the web was 25 years ago.

Behind the Mask spans continents, from a farm 
in Australia to a former US air base in Iceland, 
from a Philippine police cell to a Singapore 
country club, with a cast of characters ranging 
from a libertarian femme fatale blackmailer to 
a fugitive Canadian gambling tycoon. It follows 
Wright as he tries to recover his reputation and 
control over the cryptocurrency stage, squaring 
up to multiple enemies. Painstakingly researched 
by two international journalists, this is the secret 
history of bitcoin, which, it turns out, is as much 
about betrayal and human weakness as it is 
about a world-changing technology.

BEHIND THE MASK
CRAIG WRIGHT AND THE BATTLE  
FOR BITCOIN

By Jeremy Wagstaff and Byron Kaye

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925712803
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World

BIOGRAPHY



Renowned international travel writer Robin 
Esrock has spent over a decade scouring 
the planet in search of bucket-list-worthy 
experiences, infusing his inspirational 
adventures with humour, quirky facts, intimate 
photography and worldly insight. 

Now, as the father of two young, energetic and 
supremely well-traveled children, Robin takes 
on his biggest challenge of all: travelling around 
Australia with kids. His best advice can be 
summed up in three words – DON’T DO IT! 

But if, like Robin, you decide the pain of sibling 
scuffles and hungry whining is worth the 
unforgettable memories made, then be sure to 
first read this definitive guide. 

80 MUST-SEE PLACES TO 
TAKE THE KIDS 
(BEFORE THEY DON’T WANT TO COME)

By Robin Esrock

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925712841
Paperback: 304 pages
203 x 153mm
Rights: World

TRAVEL

BROCK AT BATHURST
FIFTY YEARS SINCE IT BEGAN, HIS 
INCREDIBLE BATHURST CAREER 

By Bev Brock, co-drivers and team members
who shared the journey with him 

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $39.99
ISBN: 9781925870572
Hardback: 288 pages
240 x 190mm  
Rights: World

MEMOIR

October 2019 marks half a century since Peter 
Brock’s first race at Bathurst, a course where 
he gained legendary status, winning a record 
nine times. In this fully illustrated book, Brock’s 
partner of 28 years, Bev, curates hundreds of 
photos, and does an incredbile lap of memory 
lane with PB’s Bathurst co-drivers, team 
members and friends who climbed the mountain 
with Australia’s most-loved and greatest ever 
motor racing driver.  

Cover com
ing soon

Cover com
ing soon



Set against the backdrop of an eerie island town 
in the dead of winter, The Wife and The Widow 
is a mystery/thriller told from two perspectives: 
Kate, a widow whose grief is compounded by 
what she learns about her dead husband’s 
secret life; and Abby, an island local whose 
world is turned upside down when she’s forced 
to confront the evidence that her husband is 
a murderer. But nothing on this island is quite 
as it seems, and only when these women come 
together can they discover the whole story 
about the men in their lives.

Brilliant and beguiling, The Wife and The Widow 
takes you to a cliff edge and asks the question: 
how well do we really know the people we love?
 

THE WIFE AND THE WIDOW
By Christian White

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925712858
Paperback: 384 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World 
excluding US

THRILLER

Also by this author:

‘[An] outstanding debut. Thriller fans will want to savour every crumb 
of evidence and catch every clue. White is definitely a writer to watch.’  
– Publishers Weekly (USA), starred review

 

‘Hugely  entertaining … a multifaceted, unsettling debut.’ – The Age

‘A nervy, soulful, 
genuinely surprising 
thriller.’ – AJ Finn

#1 BEST- SELLER

Cover com
ing soon



Every fisherman has a special stretch of water, 
where the fish are always plentiful and the memories 
flow. River Song revels in each of Flylife writer Mark 
Cloutier’s special locations, discovered over three 
decades fishing the mountain streams and lakes 
of Australia and New Zealand. Each tale perfectly 
conjures the romance of days spent chasing the 
perfect catch, and the insight that only quiet hours 
spent in the wild can bring. Over 50 gorgeous 
black and white photographs round out a beautiful 
production.

A loving ode to fishing’s power to soothe the soul, 
River Song is the perfect gift for anglers and nature-
lovers alike.

RIVER SONG
FISHING IN THE WILD OF AUSTRALIA  
AND NEW ZEALAND
By Mark Cloutier

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $35
ISBN: 9781925870565
Hardback: 240 pages 
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

SPORT

SHARKS: A HISTORY 
OF FEAR
By Callum Denness

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925870466
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

NON-FICTION
Callum Denness

SHARKS: A HISTORY OF FEAR A 
HISTORY 
OF 
FEAR

SHARKS

For as long as people have lived in Australia, the 
shark has loomed large in our fears. From the 
Noongar people of Western Australia who, uniquely 
for coastal Aboriginal people, didn’t develop canoes 
for fear of being taken, to current TV hysteria about 
attacks, sharks occupy a place in the dark recesses of 
our national psyche unlike any other creature. 

Journalist Callum Denness deep-dives into the 
history of our relationship with sharks – by talking to 
activists, marine biologists and shark-attack survivors. 
Don’t get back into the water until you read Sharks:  
A History of Fear.

Not final cover
Cover com

ing soon



THE BEE AND THE ORANGE TREE
By Melissa Ashley

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019
RRP: $35
ISBN: 9781925712018 
Hardback: 384 pages 
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

Bestselling author of The Birdman’s Wife (first 
published in 2016 and now in its third format) 
Melissa Ashley returns to shine a light on another 
trailblazing woman forgotten by history, until now ...

The Bee and the Orange Tree is a novel of historical 
fiction that revolves around complex heroine Marie 
Catherine d’Aulnoy, a famous writer of fairy-tales, 
who even coined the term ‘fairy-tale’, but never got 
fair credit in a society where women were almost 
entirely subjugated by the male establishment. 

Set across two months in Paris in 1699, the story 
is told from the perspectives of Marie Catherine, 
her daughter Angelina and her friend Nicola 
Tiquet, who is accused of organising an attempt 
to assassinate her abusive husband. The book is a 
fascinating page-turner that juxtaposes women’s 
attempts in 17th-century France to improve their 
lot, between direct action and the subtler rebellion 
of imagination. 

HISTORICAL 
FICTION

Also by this author:

‘Melissa Ashley conjures convincing and vivid images that transport us 
back to another time and place, breathing life into historical characters.’ 
– Better Reading

Not final cover

AWARD  WINNING  BEST-SELLER 

‘The Birdman’s Wife is a fascinating 
story that is long overdue.’ 
– The Herald Sun



This powerful collection of stories illuminates, challenges, 
and re-imagines our place in the world, edited by The Big 
Issue’s former editor Meg Mundell. Drawn from real-life 
experiences, We Are Here is an original, sharply observed 
and honest look at Australia’s large shadow population – 
people who have survived homelessness. 

Profits from the sale of this book will be donated to 
charity to help our homeless communities. Affirm Press’s 
profit-for-purpose books have gone on to become 
bestsellers and raised hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for charities including The Royal Children’s Hospital,  
The Alannah and Madeline Foundation and the  
Reach Foundation.

WE ARE HERE
STORIES  OF HOME, PLACE AND BELONGING

Edited by Meg Mundell

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019
RRP: $35
ISBN: 9781925870619
Flexibound: 288 pages
220x 180mm 
Rights: World

ANTHOLOGY 

THE LOST BOYS
EXTRAORDINARY STORIES OF THE UNDERAGE 
ANZAC SOLDIERS OF WWI

By Paul Byrnes

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019
RRP: $35
ISBN: 9781925870503
Flexibound: 368 pages 
220 x 180mm
Rights: World

AUSTRALIAN 
HISTORY

This extraordinary book features never-before-seen 
stories and photos of 40 Anzac soldiers (including one 
girl) who lied about their age (and gender) to enlist in 
the Australian army and fight in WWI. Their youth did 
not save them, but it did distinguish these remarkable 
soldiers, whose stories have never been told. 

Written by the former director of the Sydney Writers’ 
Festival, The Lost Boys is as personal as military history 
gets, a powerful homage to youthful bravery and a 
poignant reminder of the sacrifice of war. 

PROFIT- FOR- PURPOSE 

Cover com
ing soon

Cover com
ing soon



Footy legend Kevin Sheedy crosses team alliances 
to profile the 20 most groundbreaking Aussie 
Rules players of all time. Featuring an incredible 
selection of photos and anecdotes from decades of 
footy, Sheedy sits down with 10 of these legends to 
muse on the great game. Beautifully packaged as a 
hardback, Icons is a must-read for any footy fanatic. 

Interviews with Gary Ablett Snr, Ron Barassi, Kevin 
Bartlett, Malcolm Blight, Barry Cable, Wayne Carey, 
Jason Dunstall, Royce Hart, Leigh Matthews and 
Alex Jesaulenko.  

Kevin Sheedy is an AFL Legend, Hall of Famer, and 
bestselling author. 

ICONS OF FOOTY 
TRIBUTES, PROFILES AND INTERVIEWS 
WITH FOOTY’S GREATEST PLAYERS

By Kevin Sheedy

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019
RRP: $45
ISBN: 9781925870510
Hardback: 288 pages
250 x 175mm 
Rights: World

SPORT

THE 50 GREATEST AUSTRALIAN 
CRICKET MATCHES
By Dan Liebke

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019
RRP: $35
ISBN: 9781925870602
Flexibound: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

SPORT

Huddle up close for the 50 finest games of cricket 
played by Australia in the past 50 years – the 
grandest contests and most memorable matches 
across Tests, ODIs and T20. Matthew Hayden 
scoring 380 against Zimbabwe qualifies for the 
record books, but not this book. These are the 
matches that transcend the numbers and are 
marked by great, epic, incredible stories. Relive the 
tightest victories, the heroic defences, breathtaking 
ties, impossible chases, and even the devastating 
losses that created cricket legends. 

Full-colour and full-on, this book is written by 
sports writer and cricket tragic Dan Liebke, and is 
the essential fan’s collection of tales from the best 
moments in our national sport.

Cover com
ing soon

Cover com
ing soon



In a world obsessed with precocious hot shots, 
you’d think society only values early achievement. 
But arguably the greatest achievers are those who 
live full and successful lives, and keep climbing to 
new heights. 

From Julia Child, who was 51 when her beloved 
cooking show first aired, and Gladys Burrill, 
the oldest woman to run a marathon (at 92!)
to Grandma Moses who started painting at 78, 
this book reveals the inspiring stories of the late 
bloomers who changed the world.

LATE BLOOMERS 
FIFTY GO-GETTERS WHO HIT THEIR 
PEAK LATER IN LIFE

Publication Date:  
26 November 2019
RRP: $19.99 
ISBN: 9781925870626
Paperback: 176 pages
180 x 130mm 
Rights: World

GIFT

101 THINGS TO DO WHEN 
THE WIFI IS DOWN 
A FAMILY SURVIVAL GUIDE

Publication Date:  
26 November 2019
RRP: $19.99 
ISBN: 9781925870640
Paperback with gatefold: 
160 pp
130  x 180mm 
Rights: World

GIFT

Dear God, the wi-fi is DOWN!!! 

Don’t panic; we’ve got you covered. This handy, 
illustrated and fully analogue guide will keep 
you entertained until your signal returns. Find 
out how to build a fort out of cardboard boxes, 
communicate with other humans using only 
sounds, and invent a whole meal using what’s in 
your fridge. It turns out the options are limitless, 
even when your data isn’t. 

101 Things to Do When the Wi-Fi is Down is the 
most fun you’ll have this Christmas, no batteries 
required.

Cover com
ing soon

Cover com
ing soon
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SAME DIFF
AN AUSSIE ODD ONE OUT
Illustrated by Michael Weldon

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019 
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870596 
Paperback: 96 pages 
185 x 185mm
Ages: 5+ 
Rights: World

Vegemite. Dame Edna. The Hills hoist. Can you 
spy the odd one out? Get lost in this spot-the-
difference book filled with instantly recognisable 
Australian icons. Enjoy the fun Aussie facts scattered 
throughout these hilarious and clever illustrations. 

Perfect for tourists and locals alike, Same Diff is the 
great Australian search-and-find book the world has 
been waiting for. 

ACTIVITY BOOK

Not final cover

Grab your binoculars, put on your backpack and 
get ready to explore this bright and bold search-
and-find book.

Can you spot the magnificent peacock? What 
about the baby giraffe and his mother? Do you 
see the cunning crocodile? Find all of these and 
more in Peggy Nille’s stunningly detailed jungle 
illustrations.

HIDDEN IN THE JUNGLE
By Peggy Nille

Publication Date:  
26 November 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870633
Hardback: 32 pages
248 x 320mm 
Ages: 4+ 
Rights: ANZ

ACTIVITY BOOK

MEP jungle 248x32 EAG.indd   10 14/12/2016   14:42

Not final cover

Also by this creator:



Hattie Maxwell is stressed. She’s got drama at school, 
her friends have problems of their own, and she’s sick 
of going from parent to parent each week with her 
sister, Ivy. 

So when Hattie hears that Hummingbird House – 
the abandoned mansion on their street that has an 
amazing mulberry tree in its front yard – is going to be 
demolished, she knows she has to save it. And maybe 
bring her parents back together along the way. 

But Hummingbird House has secrets of its own. Magical 
secrets. Can Hattie stop the demolition, fix her parents, 
and unlock the secrets of Hummingbird House? 

Debut author Julianne Negri weaves a magical tale 
reminiscent of Tom’s Midnight Garden, perfect for fans of 
Withering-by-Sea.

Publication Date:  
29 October 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925870497
Hardback: 272 pages
210 x 135mm
Ages: 9-12 
Rights: ANZ

HATTIE MAXWELL AND THE 
LIBRARY OF LOST WORDS 
By Julianne Negri

MIDDLE FICTION

A delightful new story by Australia’s beloved  
picture-book creator, the one and only Alison Lester. 

This is a gorgeous new picture book about spending 
time with family, the limitless joy of being on holiday 
and how the greatest treasures are those found  
in nature. Publication Date:  

29 October 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870589
Hardback: 32 pages
231 x 292mm
Ages: 3-6 
Rights: World

THE LITTLE DIVERS
By Alison Lester

PICTURE BOOK

Also by Alison Lester:

‘Alison Lester never 
disappoints.’  
– Books + Publishing

Cover com
ing soon

Cover com
ing soon



ONE BLUE SHOE
By Jane Godwin, illustrated by Jane Reiseger

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925870558 
Hardback: 24 pages 
235 x 220mm
Ages: 0-3 
Rights: World

One shoe – this one is blue 
Two feet stand on a seat 
Three balls bouncing around 
Two in the air and one on the ground 

Star author Jane Godwin and respected  
artist-turned-illustrator Jane Reiseger join  
forces once again in this delightful counting  
book for young readers.  

PICTURE BOOK

Also by these creators:

Longlisted for the 
Children’s Book Council 
of Australia 2019 Book 
of the Year:  
Early Childhood

A TRIP TO THE BEACH
By Gwyn Perkins

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870473 
Hardback: 32 pages 
250 x 280mm
Ages: 0-3 
Rights: World

Today’s  the day – Iggy’s going to catch a wave all on his 
own! Or at least that’s what Grandad thinks. Iggy isn’t quite 
so sure.

What follows is an unforgettable beach adventure that 
involves the best sandcastle ever built, fish and chips for 
lunch, lots of boats and a few perfect waves.

Here is a story about the unique beauty of the Australian 
coast, the universal magic of the ocean and the 
importance of finding your own way. The last adventure in 
the award-winning Iggy and Grandad series. 

PICTURE BOOK

Not final cover

Also by this creator:

Cover com
ing soon



Letta may have overcome John Noa and saved Ark, 
but Amelia’s regime is turning out to be even more 
menacing than Noa’s. Now living with the Creators, 
Letta has devoted herself to teaching language 
in illegal schools. But when disaster strikes the 
community, Letta takes the blame. She and Marlo 
are forced to flee, and in the process Letta discovers 
Amelia’s plan to wipe out language for good. Alone 
and on the run, Letta the only one who can possibly 
stop Amelia. If she can survive long enough, that is.  

Return to the world of The List in this action-packed, 
thought-provoking and heartfelt conclusion.

THE LEDGER
By Patricia Forde

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925870664
Paperback: 352 pages 
198 x 128mm 
Ages: 12+ 
Rights: ANZ 

MIDDLE FICTION

Also in the series:

‘The fantasy book   
of the year.’  
– Eoin Colfer, bestselling  
author of Artemis Fowl

Cover com
ing soon

It’s 1897 and since the Magnificent Marko dramatically 
departed the stage, no magician has come close 
to performing a trick as spectacular as the Golden 
Butterfly.

With her grandfather gone, Luciana feels that the 
world has lost its wonder. Then the imposing leader of 
the Grand Society of Magicians appears at their family 
home, searching for something belonging to Marko. 
Luciana is drawn into a world of danger and deception, 
battling to protect her grandfather’s greatest legacy. 
But can she distinguish reality from illusion?

THE GOLDEN BUTTERFLY
By Sharon Gosling

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870701
Paperback: 288 pages
198 x 128mm 
Ages: 9-12 
Rights: ANZ

MIDDLE FICTION



Twelve days. 

Five kids. 

Many special effects. 

One giant mystery.

Hayley Whelan has spent her whole life dreaming of 
making a horror movie – and not just the dodgy type 
of movie that kids make on their iPhones. When her 
grandma passes away and she inherits the money for 
a proper camera, she can finally get started. But before 
Hayley even calls ‘Action!’, strange things start happening... 
Someone is sabotaging Hayley’s movie – but who? Why? 
And can Hayley make her movie in twelve days?

From Australia’s brightest new middle-grade talent comes 
this love song to movies, friendship, summer holidays, and 
the bittersweetness of growing up. A must-read for fans of 
Rebecca Stead and R.J. Palacio.

HOW TO MAKE A MOVIE IN 
TWELVE DAYS 
By Fiona Hardy

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925870657
Paperback: 336 pages
198 x 128mm 
Ages: 9-12 
Rights: ANZ

MIDDLE FICTION

FLOWER POWER 
LABRADORS
Illustrated by Allison Langton

FLOWER
POWER

LABRADORS

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925870459
240 x 270mm
Hardback: 24 pages
Ages: 2-5
Rights: World

Flower Power Labradors! 
Come with me to shake their paws. 
Black and golden, chocolate brown 
Each one has a flower crown. 

These adorable pups spread happiness and joy 
everywhere they go with the magic of flower power! 
Join them on a day filled with play, songs, cuddles, 
parties, baths and sneaking bites of pie. 

And don’t forget your flower crown!

Not final cover
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THERE’S ONLY ONE DAD 
LIKE YOU 
By Jess Racklyeft

There’s 
Only One Dad

Like You
Jess Racklyeft

There’s only one dad like you, Dad.
My hero, friend and guide.

You teach me about this great big world
and how to enjoy the ride.

 
Wise dads, caring dads, daring dads, creative dads –  

each dad brings their own sense of fun. Joyful, tender  
and heartfelt, There’s Only One Dad Like You  

is a celebration of the merry magic of dads.
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There’s 
Only One Dad 

Like You

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925870534
Hardback: 24 pages
210 x 290mm
Ages: 3+
Rights: World

Brave dads, playful dads, cuddly dads, quiet 
dads – every dad is special in his own way.

Charming and delightful, this is a tender and 
heartfelt ode to the magic of dads of all shapes 
and sizes by one of the freshest and most 
exciting new talents in picture book creation.   

PICTURE BOOK

Also in the series:

YOU’LL NEVER GUESS
By Emma Middleton, illustrated by Connah Brecon

Publication Date:  
27 August 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870442
Hardback: 24 pages + flaps
249 x 249mm
Ages: 2-4 
Rights: World 

PICTURE BOOK

I am the Magic Mazeldore; my bag is big and wide.  
You’ll never guess the creatures I have safely  
tucked inside. 

Who could be sitting on a slimy log? Which animal 
swings from tree to tree? And what flying creature 
starts life as a crawly caterpillar?  

Will you beat the tricky wizard at his game? 

A delightfully interactive book perfect for energetic 
young readers.

Emma Middleton’s magical world comes alive with 
Connah Brecon’s cheeky and fun illustrations.

Cover com
ing soon



THE FUNERAL
By Matt James

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870404
Hardback: 40 pages
305 x 222mm
Ages: 3-6 
Rights: ANZ

PICTURE BOOK

Norma can’t wait for her great-uncle Frank’s 
funeral. She’s excited for time off school and a 
chance to play with her favourite cousin, Ray. 

And even though the day is full of things Norma 
doesn’t understand, by the end of it she is sure 
of one thing: Uncle Frank would have liked his 
funeral. 

A gentle and light-hearted book about the most 
serious of subjects from a genuinely child-like 
perspective.

Arthur is a dog with a secret. More than anything 
in the world he loves to play his violin, but he’s 
too scared to do it in public because, well, what if 
he’s bad? What if people laugh? What if he makes 
a fool of himself?! WHAT IF? 

But the song in his head and the dream in his 
heart just won’t stay quiet. So, when he’s invited 
to take part in a jam session, he creates the 
ultimate disguise – a post box costume! And 
when it falls apart, Arthur doesn’t.

This is bestselling author-illustrator Heath 
McKenzie as you’ve never seen him before.

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870398
Hardback: 32 pages
268 x 236mm
Ages: 2-6 
Rights: World 

Not final cover

PICTURE BOOK

ARTHUR AND THE  
WHAT-IFS 
By Heath McKenzie



Vognox is an 8-year-old Viking warrior. His greatest 
enemy in all the Viking world is the Awful Awfa (the kid 
wot is writing the book). 

The Awful Awfa is always sending Vognox on Awful 
Adventures. Vognox doesnt want to go, but he is not 
the author of the book!

Perfect for fans of The Bad Guys and Real Pigeons, 
this is an interactive story that will turn even the most 
reluctant reader into an avid book-worm.

VOGNOX THE VIKING AND 
THE ISLAND OF SKELETONS
By Nick Falk, illustrated by Tony Flowers

Publication Date:  
25 June 2019
RRP: $12.99
ISBN: 9781925712889
Paperback: 128 pages
190 x 153mm
Ages: 5-7 
Rights: ANZ

JUNIOR FICTION

15-year-old Bug has a secret. Actually, he has a lot 
of secrets. Bug’s secrets have secrets by this point. 
Number one: his parents don’t know he is playing 
basketball again. Number two: his new teammates have 
no idea he isn’t allowed to play, and they definitely don’t 
know why. Number three: Bug’s (pretty much only) 
friend at his new school has no clue he lied about her to 
get the basketball team together. Bug will do anything 
to keep his secrets, keep his new team and keep his life 
from falling apart. 

Because no one can know secret number four: Bug 
risks his life every time he steps out onto the  
basketball court.

Bug is a funny and life-affirming debut from novelist Sue 
White, a clinical geneticist who’s worked closely with 
people diagnosed with Marfan syndrome. 

BUG
By Sue White

Publication Date:  
23 July 2019
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925712957
Paperback: 320 pages
198 x 128mm
Ages: 11-14
Rights: World

YOUNG ADULT

Cover com
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Through the velvety night, in whispering flight, 
Bats hurry homeward to hide from the light. 
Eager to huddle away from the sun, 
Cosy and comfortable . . . 
All except one.

Meet Bitsy, a cheeky little bat with daring 
dreams.

Nocturnal Bitsy wants to discover what life is 
like when the sun comes up. But is the daytime 
ready for Bitsy?

A joyous story about spreading your wings, 
meeting your monsters, and weaving the magic 
of friendship.

BITSY
By Nicki Greenberg

Publication Date:  
25 June 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925870381
Hardback: 32 pages
280 x 215mm
Ages: 3-6 
Rights: World 

PICTURE BOOK



STELLA THE UNSTOPPABLE SERIES
By Richard Newsome

Publication Date:  
25 June 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870480 
Paperback: 144 pages 
198 x 128mm
Ages: 7-10 
Rights: World

Hi! I’m Stella and yes, I’ll admit it. I am just a teeny tiny 
bit obsessed with winning the Camp Cup this year. Who 
wouldn’t be? The winner gets a pizza party! Year Five camp 
only comes around once in a lifetime and it’s going to be 
awesome. Except … the campsite is on the edge of an old 
abandoned graveyard. And there’s a rumour that a kid 
called Spud Riley went to camp and never came back. AND 
we’re on a Camp Cup team with Lizzie Lawless, and the 
thing you need to know about Lizzie Lawless is – oh. Never 
mind. You’ll see …

It’s going to be hectic. Yes. No. Really.

JUNIOR FICTION

Not final cover

When Stella’s soccer team finally wins a game after an 
epic losing streak, she discovers the reason for their 
sudden skill: her brand new underpants. What else 
could it possibly be? Determined to win the grand final 
(or at least get into the grand final), Stella embarks on 
a campaign to persuade her teammates of the power 
of lucky undies.  

The result is a delightfully funny tale of over-involved 
parents, the seriousness of the local Under-Tens 
soccer tournament, terrible nicknames, friendship 
woes and the magic of wearing your underpants on 
the outside. 

THE MAGIC UNDERPANTS 

Publication Date:  
24 September 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870299
Paperback: 144 pages
198 x 128mm 
Ages: 7-10 
Rights: World

JUNIOR FICTION

Also in the series:

THE SCHOOL CAMP KERFUFFLE

‘Our new book obsession. Stella is 
pretty LOL-arious.’ – Total Girl 



Affirm Press is one of Australia’s fastest-growing publishers, 
and our recent rapid growth has been boosted by the 
addition of a fabulous new, award-winning kids list. Our first 
ever picture book, A Walk in the Bush, by debut author and 
illustrator Gwyn Perkins won the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia’s Picture Book of the Year for 2018. Alison Lester, 
Australia’s most-loved picture book creator, was awarded the 
CBCA Honour Book, Early Childhood, for The Very Noisy Baby.  

That in a nutshell sums up the Affirm Press kids list: a 
combination of the best emerging talent and some of the 
industry’s most-loved creators. We pride ourselves on 
publishing bright, fun, quality books with heart from early 
childhood up to young adult. And we’re thrilled about our 
recent acquisitions of junior, middle and YA fiction from a 
range of gifted writers. 

We’re committed to great design, meaningful stories and 
nurturing talent. Our aim is to influence by delight, based on 
our strong belief that the books we read shape the people we 
want to be.

We sell rights to overseas publishers, and audio and film 
producers, in partnership with DeFiore and Company (NYC) 
for adult titles and Rights People for our kids list.

Contact:  
Keiran Rogers
Sales and Marketing Director
keiran@affirmpress.com.au
03 8695 9639
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