
When Alice Williams gets ‘phased out’ of her dream 
job, all the demons she usually silences with food 
start to get too loud to ignore. Unemployed and 
depressed, she makes the ultimate middle-class, 
white-girl life change: she signs up to become a 
yoga teacher.

Bad Yogi is the ‘healing’ memoir for people who 
hate healing memoirs, a delightful peek at the life-
changing truth that lies behind all the gurus and 
jargon.

‘Funny, aching, honest and true.  
This book is so damn good.’  

– Kate Holden

BAD YOGI
By Alice Williams

Publication Date:  
27 December 2018 
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925712605
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

The bestselling book by the founder of Mindful 
in May.

What if you could train your brain to experience 
greater happiness, focus, and emotional balance in 
daily life? What if it took just ten minutes a day?

In The Happiness Plan, Dr Elise Bialylew offers 
a roadmap to a happier life, drawing on her 
background in medicine, psychiatry and 
mindfulness meditation.

Featuring access to guided audio meditations, daily 
mindfulness exercises and fascinating scientific 
insights, this book has the power to transform your 
mind, and your life.

Publication Date:  
27 December 2018
RRP: $17.99
ISBN: 9781925870046
Paperback: 288 pages
198 x 128mm 
Rights: World
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THE HAPPINESS PLAN
By Dr Elise Bialylew

NEW 
EDITION



By the time she was eleven, living in the Soviet 
Union, Lee Kofman had undergone several major 
operations on both a defective heart and injuries 
sustained in a bus accident. Her body harbours a 
constellation of disfiguring scars that have shaped 
her sense of self and her view of the world. But 
it wasn’t until she moved to Israel and later to 
Australia that she came to think these markings 
weren’t badges of honour to flaunt but were, in fact, 
imperfections that needed to be hidden away.  

In a captivating mix of memoir and cultural critique, 
Kofman casts a questioning eye on the myths 
surrounding our conception of physical perfection 
and what it’s like to live in a body that deviates from 
the norm. She reveals the subtle ways we are all 
influenced by the bodies we inhabit, whether our 
differences are pronounced or noticeable only to 
ourselves. Kofman talks to people of all shapes, 
sizes and configurations and takes a hard look 
at the way media and culture tell us how bodies 
should and shouldn’t be. 

Illuminating, confronting and deeply personal, 
Imperfect challenges us all to consider how we 
exist in the world and how our bodies shape the 
people we become.

‘Seduced by Lee’s searing honesty and 
luminous prose, I could not put this book 
down. An illuminating read.’ – Alice Pung

IMPERFECT
HOW OUR BODIES SHAPE THE PEOPLE WE BECOME 
By Lee Kofman

Publication Date:  
8 January 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925584813
Paperback: 336 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

‘This book, and its 
memorable life 
stories, will stay 
with the reader for 
a long time.’     
– Leah Kaminsky

MEMOIR/  
NON-FICTION



A year after her best friend died in a house fire, 
Lara can’t come to terms with the loss. Logic says 
there was no more she could have done to save 
the mercurial and unhappy Alice, but Lara can’t 
escape the feeling that she is somehow to blame 
for the tragedy.

She spends a weekend at the rebuilt house with 
Alice’s charismatic widower, Crow, and his three 
young children. Rummaging through the remains 
of their shared past, Lara reveals a friendship with 
Alice that was as troubled as it was intense. But 
beneath the surface is a darker, more unsettling 
secret waiting to be exposed.

Through exquisite prose and searing insight, 
Into the Fire explores the many ways, small and 
large, we betray one another and our ideals. 
It’s a compelling story about power, guilt and 
womanhood from an outstanding voice in 
Australian fiction. 

‘A perceptive, provoking story of 
friendship and intimacy. I loved it.’  
– Rosalie Ham

‘Orchard is an astute observer of long 
friendships, their binds, their blind 
loyalties, their casual betrayals.’  
– Kristina Olsson

INTO THE FIRE
By Sonia Orchard

Publication Date:  
29 January 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925712827
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153 mm 
Rights: World

‘Smart, 
heartbreaking and 
richly rewarding.’ 
– Jacinta Halloran

FICTION



The bestselling and critically acclaimed 
contemporary classic.

A woman overshadowed by history steps back into 
the light . . . 

Artist Elizabeth Gould spent her life capturing the 
sublime beauty of birds the world had never seen 
before, but her legacy was eclipsed by the fame 
of her husband, John Gould. Now, The Birdman’s 
Wife at last gives voice to a passionate and 
adventurous spirit, who was so much more than 
the woman behind the man.

In England’s golden age of discovery, as John 
Gould and his peers fuelled popular imagination 
with their scientific findings, Elizabeth deftly 
navigated a world that few women were permitted 
to enter. Juggling an artistic life with her roles as 
wife, lover, helpmate and mother, she breathed 
wondrous life into hundreds of exotic new species. 
A woman ahead of her time, she continually defied 
convention, eventually embarking on a trailblazing 
expedition to collect and illustrate Australia’s 
‘curious’ birdlife.

The Birdman’s Wife is a multi-award winning novel, 
and an indelible portrait of an incredible woman.

THE BIRDMAN’S WIFE
By Melissa Ashley

Publication Date:  
29 January 2019
RRP: $17.99
ISBN: 9781925870077
Paperback: 400 pages
198 x 128 mm 
Rights: World English 
excluding Polish

‘A truly 
extraordinary book.’  
– Cheryl Akle, Better Reading  

 
‘The Birdman’s Wife 
is a fascinating 
story that is long 
overdue.’ – Herald Sun

‘Melissa Ashley’s lush work is a beautiful 
testimony to this overlooked – but brave 
and talented – female artist.’  
– Jessica White, author of A Curious Intimacy

HISTORICAL 
FICTION

NEW 
EDITION



Australia’s bestselling debut crime novel on 
record is taking the world by storm. Rights 
have been sold into 15 territories and a screen 
adaptation is underway with a US/AUS  
co-production between Carver (Snowtown) 
and Anonymous Content (True Detective). 

‘Her name is Sammy Went. This photo was taken on 
her second birthday. Three days later she was gone.’

On a break between teaching photography 
classes in Melbourne, Kim Leamy is approached 
by a stranger investigating the disappearance of 
a little girl from her Kentucky home twenty-eight 
years earlier. He believes Kim is that girl.

At first she brushes it off, but when Kim 
scratches the surface of her family history in 
Australia, questions arise that aren’t easily 
answered. To find the truth, she must travel 
to Sammy ’s home of Manson, Kentucky, and 
into a dark past. As the mystery of Sammy ’s 
disappearance unravels and the town’s secrets 
are revealed, this superb novel builds towards 
an electrifying climax.

THE NOWHERE CHILD
By Christian White

Publication Date:  
26 February 2019 
RRP: $17.99
ISBN: 9781925712735
Paperback: 384 pages
198 x 128mm 
Rights: World excluding 
UK, North America, Holland, 
Germany, France, Italy, 
Norway, Greece, Turkey, 
Hungary, Slovak Republic, 
World Spanish, Denmark, 
Poland and Israel

The Nowhere Child 
is tight, gripping 
and impressive in 
all the right places.’ 
– The Saturday Paper

‘A nervy, soulful, genuinely surprising 
it-could-happen-to-you thriller – a 
book to make you peer over your 
shoulder for days afterwards.’ – A.J. Finn, 

bestselling author of The Woman in the Window

‘Hugely entertaining … a multifaceted, 
unsettling debut.’ – The Age

THRILLER

NEW 
EDITION



After a catastrophic storm destroys Melbourne, 
Isobel flees to higher ground with her husband 
and young daughter. Food and supplies run low, 
panic sets in and still no help arrives. To protect 
her daughter, Isobel must take drastic action.

The Glad Shout is an extraordinary novel of rare 
depth and texture. Told in a starkly visual and 
compelling narrative, this is a deeply moving 
homage to motherhood and the struggles faced 
by women in difficult times.

THE GLAD SHOUT
By Alice Robinson

Publication Date:  
26 February 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925712650
Hardback: 320 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

‘A luminous novel, 
pulsing with love 
and loss.’ 
– Eliza Henry Jones, author 

of In the Quiet

‘Poetic, taut and raw, The Glad Shout 
is a beautifully crafted warning about 
climate change that we must heed.’  
– Peggy Frew

‘The Glad Shout is both a haunting elegy 
and a fierce paean to surviving the 
future. Riveting.’ – Cate Kennedy

FICTION

Also by Alice Robinson:

Anchor Point
March 2015

Longlisted for the 
2016 Stella Prize



Lie low, stay out of trouble and don’t get pulled 
over. It was probably the best advice I’d ever had. 
How long until I ignored it?

All Lachie Munro wants is a quiet life in sunny 
Newcastle. But Lachie and quiet don’t seem to 
get along.

When Lachie’s estranged dad, Terry, turns up 
fresh out of prison, he’s packing more than the 
usual family baggage. Suddenly there are two 
murderous goons on Lachie’s doorstep and 
the police are paying him special attention. But 
Terry’s on the hunt for a long-lost fortune, and 
he won’t be leaving Newcastle – or Lachie – 
without it.

Hiding to Nothing is the second caper from the 
master of beachside noir, Andy Muir, a wild ride 
driven by brilliant characters and fast-paced 
dialogue. The underworld has never been so 
much fun.

HIDING TO NOTHING
By Andy Muir

Publication Date:  
26 February 2019
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925475692
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm
Rights: World

Also in the series:

Something for Nothing
February 2017

‘No surprise that Andy Muir, one of the 
screenwriters on Underbelly, should 
spread his wings into Aussie crime 
fiction with such swift and characterful 
storytelling.’ – Sydney Morning Herald

‘A raucous, action-
packed romp full 
of dirty deeds and 
knockabout crooks 
– as authentically 
Aussie as a Holden 
Monaro and twice 
as pacy.’ 
– Leigh Redhead

CRIME FICTION



For more than a decade Australia has been in 
political denial about the seismic changes occurring 
in the way we power our country. The issue has 
become politically lethal, while debate has been 
reduced to two equally preposterous narratives: 
coal-fired climate change indifference versus an 
impossibly utopian renewable-energy crusade. 

Nobody seems to really know what’s going on. 
Meanwhile power prices keep rising, the grid 
becomes stretched to breaking point, and the earth 
warms. How did it get to this, and how can we find 
our way out of the dark?

Matthew Warren has worked for all sides in the 
energy industry, writes without fear or favour, 
and is regularly criticised for being too pro-coal 
and too pro-renewables. Years lobbying for a 
national climate and energy policy have led to this 
fascinating and compelling narrative. Blackout 
charts the disintegration of Australia’s energy 
security, calls out what is holding us back, and plots 
the way for a brighter future.

BLACKOUT
HOW IS ENERGY-RICH AUSTRALIA RUNNING 
OUT OF ELECTRICITY?
by Matthew Warren 

Publication Date:  
12 March 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925870176
Paperback: 304 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: ANZ

CURRENT AFFAIRS



Eight Lives blends the tension and intrigue of 
The Nowhere Child with the multi-perpective 
drama of The Slap.

A brilliant young doctor is dead ... and someone has 

to take the blame. 

Former refugee David Tran becomes the Golden 
Boy of Australian medical research and invents 
a drug that could transform immunology. Eight 
volunteers are recruited for the first human trial, 
a crucial step on the path to global fame for David 
and to windfall gains for his investors. But when 
David dies in baffling circumstances, motives are 
put under the microscope.

With its origins in a real-life drug trial that ended in 
tragedy, Eight Lives is told from the perspectives 
of David’s friends, family and business associates, 
who all played a role in his downfall. A smart, 
sophisticated thriller that explores power, class 
and prejudice, Eight Lives will keep you engrossed 
until the last page. 

EIGHT LIVES
By Susan Hurley

Publication Date:  
26 March 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925712766
Paperback: 384 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: ANZ

'Clever, complex, suspenseful – Susan 
Hurley’s Eight Lives is the science thriller 
I’ve been hoping for.' – Toni Jordan

THRILLER

‘A cracking 
thriller that will 
sweep you up in 
intrigue‘– Martin 
Hughes, Affirm Press 
Publishing Director



For centuries women have had to tackle the myths
surrounding motherhood. From the Madonna figure
sacrificing everything for the child to the dutiful
housewife juggling chores, mothers have always 
been expected to put themselves last. But it’s time 
to bust open the myths and shine a light on the 
badass women who are defying gender stereotypes 
and creating their own version of motherhood.

Featuring vibrant illustrations by award-winning 
artist Sarah Firth, this is a celebration of the sassy, 
inspiring mothers who dared to be different. 

From the first woman in space, Valentina Tereshkova, 
to the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda 
Ardern, this book reveals the stories of trailblazing 
women redefining what it means to be a mother.

BADASS MUMS
30 BOUNDARY BREAKING WOMEN GETTING 
SHIT DONE

Illustrated by Sarah Firth  

Publication Date:  
26 March 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925870190
Hardback: 128 pages
180 x 130mm 
Rights: World

‘Daphne shone a light on a path for all women with disabilities  
in this country to reach for the very best in themselves.’ 

- Daniela Di Toro, co-captain of the 2016 Australian Paralympic Team 

GIFT



Scottish-born Robert Wales sailed into Sydney 
Harbour during WWII, and knew he wanted to 
stay. But a wife and five young kids later, he was 
choking in the city and doctors prescribed fresh 
country air. In 1953, with no experience and only 
knowledge he’d picked up from a few books, he 
uprooted his family and set out to establish a 
sheep farm in the bush. 

When they arrive on a lonely hill in northern New 
South Wales, they have no electricity, no running 
water, no telephone and no choice but to make 
this their home. From Angela Wales, eldest of 
the five kids, comes this extraordinarily vivid 
and evocative account of the next ten years as 
they try to tame six thousand acres of bush and 
navigate the challenges of country life.

Filled with drama and hilarity, joy and back-
breaking toil, Barefoot in the Bindis portrays 
a childhood spent in the outback, and is a 
sensational picture of Australia past.

BAREFOOT IN THE BINDIS
By Angela Wales

Publication Date:  
26 March 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925870213
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

Not final cover

MEMOIR

Angela’s parents,1961Swimming in the dam, 1959 



From the acclaimed journalist and author of 
Resurrection Science.

In this compelling narrative, O’Connor seeks out 
neuroscientists, anthropologists and master 
navigators to understand how navigation 
ultimately gave us our humanity. Biologists have 
been trying to solve the mystery of how organisms 
have the ability to migrate and orient with such 
precision – especially since our own adventurous 
ancestors spread across the world without maps 
or instruments. O’Connor goes to the Arctic, 
the Australian bush and the South Pacific to talk 
to masters of their environment who seek to 
preserve their traditions at a time when anyone 
can use a GPS to navigate.

O’Connor explores the neurological basis of spatial 
orientation within the hippocampus. Without it, 
people inhabit a dream state, becoming amnesiacs 
incapable of finding their way, recalling the past, or 
imagining the future.

Wayfinding is a captivating book that charts how 
our species’ profound capacity for exploration, 
memory and storytelling results in topophilia, the 
love of place.

Also by M.R. O’Connor

Resurrection Science 
October 2015

WAYFINDING
By M.R. O’Connor 

Publication Date:  
23 April 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925712759
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: ANZ

NON-FICTION

'Rich and exquisitely 
dense ... I didn't 
want to reach its 
end and leave the 
author's company.' 
–The Australian



At 24, life was good for Georgie Dent. After 
graduating with top marks she landed her dream job 
at a prestigious Sydney law firm and moved in with a 
boyfriend she adored. She had the world at her feet 
and no right to break. But she did. Badly. 

Within a year Georgie was unemployed, back living 
with her parents and suffering such crippling anxiety 
that she ended up in a psychiatric hospital.

Breaking Badly is the story of a nervous breakdown 
in slow motion, a life that fell apart and what it took 
to put it back together again. Brutally honest and 
warmly engaging, it’s a must-read for anyone who 
sometimes feels close to the edge.

BREAKING BADLY 
HOW I WORRIED MYSELF SICK

By Georgie Dent 

Publication Date:  
28 May 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925712780
Paperback: pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

With the pace of modern life it can often be difficult 
to pause, reflect and find composure. We all need 
a quiet, still space we can go to recalibrate and 
regain calm. 

This beautiful book from bestselling lifestyle author 
Kate James is that quiet, still space. 

Practical, warm and soothingly accessible, Create 
Calm provides all the tools you need to cultivate a 
more peaceful and positive inner world.

Mindfulness and life coach Kate James is also one 
of Australia’s most-loved mind, body, spirit authors 
with over 125,000 books sold.

Also by Kate James:

CREATE CALM
By Kate James

Publication Date:  
23 April 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925712773
Hardback: 144 pages
181 x 111 mm 
Rights: World

Not final cover
Not final cover
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Losing his fortune in the stock market crash 
of 1987 was the final straw for Dave Glasheen. 
After a series of catastrophes, he needed to take 
drastic measures to restore himself. Opting out 
of the rat race, he cast himself away to a deserted 
island off the north-east tip of Australia, as far off 
the grid as was humanly possible. He has lived 
there ever since.  

One annual supermarket shop, a sketchy internet 
connection, and enough ingredients for a home 
brew are enough to meet Dave’s material needs. 
He catches fish, traps rainwater and cooks on an 
open fire. For company he tames dingoes, meets 
with friends from the Aboriginal community 40 
kilometres away, and entertains drop-ins such as 
Russell Crowe sailing past on his honeymoon or 
the chairman of McDonald’s on a game-fishing 
trip. Then there’s his running feud with Boxhead, 
an antisocial saltwater crocodile who just won’t 
leave him in peace. 

Between heartbreak and hair-raising adventures, 
Dave has found happiness on Restoration Island 
and dreams of creating a retreat to promote the 
profound healing that saved his life. Brimming 
with humour, eccentricity and hard-earned 
wisdom, Millionaire Castaway is the feel-good 
autobiography of the year.

Now famous the world over with international 
media interest, Dave Glasheen finally tells his  
full story.

MILLIONAIRE CASTAWAY
THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF A MAN WHO LOST 
HIS FORTUNE BUT FOUND NEW RICHES LIVING 
ON A DESERTED ISLAND.

By Dave Glasheen and Neil Bramwell 

Publication Date:  
28 May 2019
RRP: $32.99
ISBN: 9781925712797
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: World

Not final cover

MEMOIR



A guide to staying together that combines the 
latest scientific data, personal stories and expert 
advice, arguing that marriage is better for your 
health, your finances and your happiness, by an 
Australian, New York City-based award-winning 
Time journalist.

Surveying the latest behavioural science and 
folding it into her witty, engaging and candid knack 
for storytelling, Belinda Luscombe has written a 
fresh and persuasive report on the state of our 
unions. This book examines the six major fault 
lines that can fracture a marriage, also known as 
Luscombe’s F-words: familiarity, fighting, family, 
finances, fooling around and finding help. She 
presents facts, debunks myths and provides an 
entertaining mix of data, anecdotes and wisdom 
from a wide range of approaches to married life, 
as well as experts and therapists of the wedding, 
marriage and divorce industries.

Marriageology gives the reader something to think 
about and maybe try, whether the marriage in 
question is on the brink of collapse or just needs a 
bit of maintenance on the foundations.

Australian author Belinda Luscombe has worked 
for Time magazine for two decades. In 2011 she 
won the Council on Contemporary Families Media 
Award for Print Coverage. She has been married 
for twenty-five years and has two children.

MARRIAGEOLOGY 
THE ART AND SCIENCE OF STAYING TOGETHER

By Belinda Luscombe

Publication Date:  
28 May 2019
RRP: $29.99
ISBN: 9781925584899
Paperback: 288 pages
234 x 153mm 
Rights: ANZ

Not final cover
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Trent Maxwell & David Lawrence
ILLUSTRATED BY PETER BALDWIN

Maxi

Get ready to   hit the beach

in this action-packed series from

Bondi Rescue’s   Lifeguard Maxi 

and Australian comedy writer 

David Lawrence.

Don’t
forget to swim 
between the 
red & yellow

fl ags! 

 is stoked to hear that Juniors from
       a British ocean swimming club are 

coming to   visit Buckler.   If the trip is a 
success, he and his mates will visit their club 
in England next year! Maxi is keen for it to be 
perfect, but   someone sneaky   is trying to 
wreck their plans by writing mean lies online. 
Can Maxi patch things up before their beach   
rescue demonstration   becomes 
a beach battle?

 affi rmpress.com.au 

cyan magenta yellow black 

12.82129 129

198

Maxi_Beach Battle_Bk3_CVR_SI.indd   3 5/11/18   2:04 pm

Maxi is stoked to hear that Juniors from a 
British ocean swimming club are coming to visit 
Buckler. If the trip is a success, he and his mates 
will visit their club in England next year! Maxi is 
keen for it to be perfect, but someone sneaky is 
trying to wreck their plans and is writing mean 
lies online. Can Maxi patch things up before 
their beach rescue demonstration becomes a 
beach battle? 

Learn all about the beach and water safety in 

this action-packed series by Bondi Rescue’ s star 

lifeguard Trent ‘Maxi’ Maxwell and Australian 

comedy writer David Lawrence.

Publication Date:  
27 December 2018
RRP: $12.99
ISBN: 9781925712612
Paperback: 176 pages
198 x 128 mm
Ages: 8-12 
Rights: ANZ

MAXI THE LIFEGUARD: 
BEACH BATTLE 
By Trent Maxwell and David Lawrence,
illustrated by Peter Baldwin

Also in the series:

Maxi the Lifeguard:
In Deep Water

Maxi the Lifeguard:
The Stormy Protest

JUNIOR FICTION



It’s possible that there is maybe nothing cuter than 
a baby. 

Tiny, furry, cuddly, sweet! 

Each a special friend to meet. 

Greet some cute baby animal friends in this 
delightful celebration of new life on the farm.

All profits from this charming board book go 
to Edgar’s Mission, a not-for-profit haven for 
rescued animals.

BABY ANIMALS 
By Edgar’s Mission 

Publication Date:  
26 February 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870107
Board book: 20 pages
203 x 161 mm
Ages: 0-2 
Rights: World

Peggy Nille

Lily

9 781925 870114

ISBN 978-1-925870-11-4

Become a detective like L ily in  
this adventure through Paris! 

Can you help L ily and her friends catch  
the mysterious shadow racing across the city? 

Join the investigation by f inding the clues hidden  
away in these charming and vibrant illustrations.

Peggy Nille

Search and find in Paris

Lily and the Great Paris Mystery

and the 
Great Paris Mystery 

20181115_Lily&theGreatParisMystery_CVR.indd   1 28/11/18   5:02 pm

Publication Date:  
26 February 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925870114
Hardback: 32 pages 
310 x 260mm
Ages: 4+ 
Rights: ANZ

LILY AND THE GREAT 
PARIS MYSTERY 
By Peggy Nille

Become a detective like Lily in this adventure 
through Paris!  
 
Can you help Lily and her friends catch the 
mysterious shadow racing across the city? 
 
Join the investigation by finding clues hidden 
away in these charming and vibrant illustrations.

This stylish search-and-find book is a fantastic 
introduction to the city of love.

Also in the series:

Around the Farm
November 2018

ACTIVITY BOOK

BOARD BOOK



STELLA THE UNSTOPPABLE 
AND THE TALENT SHOW FIASCO
By Richard Newsome, illustrated by Peter Baldwin

Publication Date:  
29 January 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925712872 
Paperback: 144 pages 
198 x 128mm
Ages: 7-10 
Rights: World

From the bestselling author of the Billionaire series 
comes this hilarious new junior fiction series.

Stella’s excess energy and a mishap with a fire 
extinguisher (and the class guinea pig) have 
caught the attention of Principal Hinchliffe. In 
a bid to channel some of that energy into less 
destructive areas, Stella is given the challenge of 
creating a play for the annual talent show. 

The result is a side-splitting romp of 
misbehaving dogs, fart books, the musical 
Cats and Instagloat, the must-have app of the 
moment. This is Hating Alison Ashley meets Dork 
Diaries with a dash of Matilda.

When Stella’s soccer team finally wins a game 
after an epic losing streak, she discovers the 
reason for their sudden skill: her brand new 
underpants. What else could it possibly be? 
Determined to win the grand final (or at least 
get in to the grand final), Stella embarks on a 
campaign to persuade her teammates of the 
power of lucky undies.  

The result is a delightfully funny tale of over-
involved parents, the seriousness of the 
local Under-Tens soccer tournament, terrible 
nicknames, friendship woes and the magic of 
wearing your underpants on the outside. 

STELLA THE UNSTOPPABLE 
AND THE MAGIC UNDERPANTS 
By Richard Newsome, illustrated by Peter Baldwin

Publication Date:  
28 May 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870299
Paperback: 144 pages
198 x 128mm 
Ages: 7-10 
Rights: World
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Welcome to Costa Banana, where all children are 
called Pablo, citizens must eat Banana Soup on 
Fridays and the President is a pop star. 

Rosa and Fico are no ordinary children. Their 
father is President Pablo Ferdinand, the leader 
of Costa Banana. The president plans for the 
day Fico will be his successor, while Rosa doesn’t 
even have to go to school. All she is expected to 
do is marry rich. So when Rosa discovers that 
President Ferdinand’s trusted advisor, General 
Shashlik is devising a gruesome plan, no one 
believes her. Can they stop the General?

For fans of Roald Dahl and David Walliams 
comes this hilarious story of a crazy dictator in 
an upside-down world.

COSTA BANANA: THE 
GRUESOME GENERAL
By Jozua Douglas

Publication Date:  
26 March 2019
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925870091
Paperback:  256 pages 
198 x 128mm 
Ages: 9-12 
Rights: World English 

Not final cover

TOO MANY PONIES
By Sheena Wilkinson

Rosevale is a sanctuary for abandoned and abused 
horses, but Aidan’s family can’t afford to run it any 
longer. If Rosevale closes down, what is going to 
happen to all the horses that are looked after there?

Then Lucy comes up with a super idea: there’s a 
cross-country competition offering an unbelievable 
cash prize. Can they muster a team that is good 
enough to beat the posh stables and win the 
competition? 

A heartfelt and exciting story for young horse lovers.
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There’s 
Only One Mum

Like You
Jess Racklyeft

I love your quiet stories,
songs sung loud in the rain.

No one can hug like you, Mum,
or makes me feel the same.

Brave mums, playful mums, cuddly mums, quiet mums –  
every mum is special in her own way. Charming, heartfelt and 

delightful, There’s Only One Mum Like You is a tribute to  
the unique magic of mums.
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I love your quiet stories, 

songs sung loud in the rain. 

No one can hug like you, Mum 

or makes me feel the same. 

Brave mums, playful mums, cuddly mums, quiet 
mums – every mum is special in her own way. 
Charming, heartfelt and delightful, There’s Only 
One Mum Like You is a tribute to the unique 
magic of mums.

THERE’S ONLY ONE MUM 
LIKE YOU
By Jess Racklyeft
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Someone who does so much!  
An artist, chef and hero,

magic healer with your touch.

You help me reach the  
treetops,

dive deep like a  
submarine . . .
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SO SHE DID: THE STORY OF 
MAY WIRTH
By Simi Genziuk, illustrated by Renee Treml 
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At a time when girls weren’t encouraged to be 
bold and daring, Australian circus rider May 
Wirth lived by her own rules. 

Instead of just looking pretty on a fancy circus 
pony, she longed to do thrilling stunts that 
would amaze crowds with their skill and courage 
... So she did. 

Based on the true story of a girl from humble 
beginnings who defied expectations and 
became the world’s bareback riding queen.
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Lena has a smile as wide as a watermelon slice.

But when a day at the beach reveals Lena’s 
secret worries, her smile goes away. Can Luka 
find a way to help her best friend? 

From the author and illustrator team behind the 
bestselling book Unicorn! comes a brand new 
adventure about friendship, the wonder of the 
sea and conquering fears – with a little help from 
a mermaid.

affirmpress.com.au

20181026_TheButtonBook_Cover_FA.indd   1 13/11/2018   10:51 AM

MERMAID!
By Maggie Hutchings, illustrated by Cheryl Orsini
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It’s a book full of buttons. What do they do? 

There’s only one way to find out: press them all!

A fun and interactive book for infants learning 

colours and language.

PRESS THE BUTTON!
By Sally Nicholls, illustrated by Bethan Woollvin

Publication Date:  
23 April 2019
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925870206
Hardback: 32 pages
250 x 250mm
Ages: 1-3
Rights: ANZ

Also in the series:

Unicorn!
September 2018

Ah, the blue button.
What shall we sing this time?Oh no, it’s that rude green button again.

Have you learned any manners yet?
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Worried about creepy crawly monsters hiding 
out under your bed, just waiting to attack? Fear 
no longer, because The Ultimate Survival Guide 
to Monsters Under the Bed is here! This tried 
and tested ten-step program will make sure 
you’re never bothered by monsters again. It 
even works on carrot monsters! Filled with easy 
steps like keeping soap handy, inviting your toys 
for a sleepover and remembering to brush your 
teeth, this guide will make sure that very soon, 
monsters will be scared of YOU. 

THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL 
GUIDE TO MONSTERS 
UNDER THE BED
by Mitchell Frost, illustrated by Daron Parton
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