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Affirm Press is Australia’s fastest-growing 
publisher, and our kids list, now a year old, is 
thriving. We publish bright, fun, quality books 
with heart from early childhood up to young 
adult. Our list includes Australian luminaries like 
Alison Lester and Jane Godwin as well as first-
timers Allison Langton and Gwyn Perkins, and a 
great range of creators in between. We’re proud 
of our commitment to great design, meaningful 
stories and nurturing talent. Our aim is to 
influence by delight, based on our strong belief 
that the books we read shape the people we 
want to be. 

 
Davina Bell
Senior Editor, Kids
davina.bell@affirmpress.com.au 
03 8695 9680

Contact:  
Keiran Rogers
Sales and Marketing Director
keiran@affirmpress.com.au
03 8695 9639
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Do you know what school is?

I didn’t know much about it until last Monday…

The first day of school can be tough. 

Sometimes you need your mum to hang 

around. Then, before you know it, she’s cutting 

and pasting and joining in.

Originally published in French, this delightful 

and artfully illustrated story is a fun and 

entertaining reminder to kids that some things 

are more fun without Mum. 

MUM AT SCHOOL
By Éric Veillé, illustrated by Pauline Martin

Publication Date:  
December 26, 2017
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925584714
Hardback: 24 pages
265 x 245 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 3+ 
Rights: ANZ

This award–winning author/illustrator team 

reunite for Not Just a Book. This enchanting 

picture book for 0–5 years encourages children to 

develop a love of books and all their possibilities.

Not Just a Book makes learning to read fun 

with an interactive story that will capture the 

imagination of even the most restless little ones.

The use of rhyme and rhythm makes this a joy 

to read aloud and share, while the charming 

illustrations inspire young readers to think 

creatively.

NOT JUST A BOOK
By Jeanne Willis, illustrations by Tony Ross

Publication Date:  
January 30, 2018 
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925584493
Hardback: 32 pages 
280 x 240 mm
Category: Picture book 
Ages: 0-5 
Rights: ANZ
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Thoughtful, action-packed and filled with 

warm, relatable characters, The List is an 

internationally acclaimed dystopian novel for 

readers 12+ about standing up for your beliefs 

and the importance of language.

Written with the world-building prowess of 

Isobelle Carmody’s Obernewtyn series, The List 

is the thinking child’s Hunger Games, and will 

delight young readers who love words.

In The List, the city of Ark is the last safe place 

on Earth. To make sure humans avoid the 

mistakes of their past and are able to survive, 

everyone in Ark must speak ‘List’, a language of 

only 500 words. Everyone, that is, except Letta. 

As apprentice to the Wordsmith, Letta can read 

all the words that have ever existed. Words like 

freedom, music, and even pineapple tell her 

about a world she’s never known.

One day her master disappears and she’s faced 

with a dangerous choice: sit idly by and watch 

language slowly slip away or follow a stranger on 

a path to freedom … or banishment.

Shortlisted for the Book of the Year Award By 
Children’s Books Ireland.

Published in Ireland and USA. 

THE LIST
By Patricia Ford

‘The fantasy 
book of the 
year’ 
– Eoin Colfer, bestselling 

author of Artemis Fowl 

Publication Date:  
January 30, 2018
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925584738
Paperback: 352 pages
198 x 128 mm
Category: Middle grade 
fiction
Ages: 12+ 
Rights: ANZ
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Take a journey beneath the waves in this magical 

adventure created by much-loved Australian 

authors Alison Lester and Jane Godwin along 

with the young, long-term patients at the Royal 

Children’s Hospital Melbourne. Their sparkling 

collaboration explores the hidden treasures of 

our seas and celebrates the joy of adventure – 

and of returning home. 

In a career spanning decades, Alison Lester has 

written more than 40 books, and won several 

prestigious awards. Her picture books mix 

imaginary worlds with everyday life, encouraging 

children to believe in themselves and celebrate 

the differences that make them special.

Jane Godwin is a children’s book publisher, and 

also the highly acclaimed author of over 20 

books for young people, across all styles and 

ages. She has received many commendations.

All proceeds from this book will go to the Educa-
tion Institute at the Royal Children’s Hospital. 

THE SILVER SEA
By Alison Lester and Jane Godwin
With the kids at the Royal Children’s Hospital

Publication Date:  
February 27, 2018
RRP: $19.99
ISBN: 9781925584745
Hardback: 24 pages
285 x 230 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 0-5 
Rights: ANZ

‘A rare 
example of 
community 
collaboration 
with master 
artists 
genuinely 
succeeding.’ 
– Books + Publishing 

5-star review
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Join an Easter egg hunt of a different kind in 

this journey from disappointment to elation. 

The perfect (non-edible) gift for any kid who’s 

ever felt that the Easter Bunny could have 

done better. 

A beautiful gold foil cover completes the 

package for a sugar-free Easter gift that even 

the most chocolate-obsessed kids will enjoy. 

I WANTED A GIANT 
CHOCOLATE EGG BUT  
ALL I GOT WAS THIS BOOK
By Merv Lamington, illustrated by Makoto Koji

Publication Date:  
February 27, 2018
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925584776
Hardback: 32 pages
245 x 245 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 4+ 
Rights: World

There’s a bear sleeping in Tom and Tilly’s 

backyard – what will happen when they wake 

her up? With whimsical illustrations and sweet 

rhyming text, The Bear in Our Backyard is a 

delightful tribute to the small and magical 

moments that mums create every day.  

Perfect for families expecting  

a new baby. 

 

Also in the series: 

The Lion in Our Living Room.

THE BEAR IN OUR 
BACKYARD
By Emma Middleton, illustrated by Briony Stewart

Publication Date:  
March 27, 2018
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925584806
Hardback: 32 pages
245 x 245 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 3-5 
Rights: World
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The fifth book in the popular Starring Olive 

Black series, The Pyramid Puzzle combines an 

entertaining story with strong, independent 

characters. This series is recommended for 

young girls trying to navigate childhood’s many 

challenges like friendship, loyalty and bullying, 

and for anyone who just loves a good story. 

In The Pyramid Puzzle ten-year-old actor 

Olive jet-sets all the way to Egypt for her 

latest blockbuster. She’s starring as a junior 

archaeologist who uncovers ancient secrets. But 

it’s the mystery she’s digging up at school that’s 

truly puzzling. With the help of the naughtiest 

boy she knows, can Olive solve the riddle of 

two feuding teachers? Or will she discover that 

things are not always as they seem?

STARRING OLIVE BLACK …
THE PYRAMID PUZZLE
By Alex Miles, illustrated by Maude Guesne

Publication Date:  
March 27, 2018
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925584790
Paperback: 160 pages
181 x 111 mm
Category: Children’s 
series
Ages: 7+ 
Rights: World

‘Readers will 
love Olive, 
who is feisty, 
flawed and 
down to 
earth.’
– Junior Books + 

Publishing

Also in the series: 

Puppy Planet, Hal-

loween Queen, The 

Robbery Riddle and 

Mammoth Mistake.
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From a dynamic author–illustrator team comes 

this fresh, fun and rhythmic exploration of 

colour.

Bold and bright, it’s the perfect book for reading 

aloud and sharing with young children as they 

learn to identify the colours of their world. Pre-

schoolers will love the interactive element of 

spotting the tiny mouse hidden on every page.

Award-winning author Jane Godwin’s masterful 

rhyme will captivate children and charm parents 

during reading time. 

Illustrator Jane Reisege’s clever naive style 

makes shapes, objects and colour accessible to 

developing eyes. While this is her picture book 

debut, Jane’s spectacular artwork has appeared 

on public spaces across the country, including 

the delightful murals throughout the Royal 

Children’s Hospital Melbourne. 

Rights sold into the USA. 

RED HOUSE, BLUE 
HOUSE, GREEN HOUSE, 
TREE HOUSE
By Jane Godwin,  
illustrated by Jane Reiseger

Publication Date:  
April 24, 2018
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925584691
Hardback: 32 pages
270 x 240 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 0+ 
Rights: World, excluding 
USA
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Things aren’t going well for Philip Wright. It’s 

not just the detentions or the girl problems 

that are getting him down. Or the fact that he 

weighs about the same as a medium-sized dog 

even though he’s practically a teenager. Now his 

best friend is acting super weird, his mum has 

stopped laughing at his jokes, and his English 

teacher thinks Philip is … a poet.

When Mum gives him some seriously bad news, 

Philip looks to his comedy hero, Harry Hill, for 

an answer. But what if it’s impossible to joke his 

way out of this?

THE BEST MEDICINE
By Christine Hamill

Publication Date:  
April 24, 2018
RRP: $16.99
ISBN: 9781925584882
Paperback: 192 pages
203 x 197 mm
Category: Middle reader
Rights: ANZ

Meet Florence, a flamboyant fur seal who lives on 

the steps of the Sydney Opera House. Unlike the 

other seals, Florence has big plans. She’s going to 

be a world-famous sealprano ...

Inspired by real-life stories, the True Animal Tales 

series celebrates our unique landscape and 

humour. This warm and funny story of courage 

and persistence is illustrated by stunning new 

talent Allison Langton.

THE SINGING SEAL
By Merv Lamington, 
illustrated by Allison Langton

Publication Date:  
May 29, 2018
RRP: $14.99
ISBN: 9781925584868
Hardback: 24 pages
280 x 235 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 3+ 
Rights: World
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Book two in the popular Alien Zoo series, The 

Alien Zoo ... Good as New! contains more jokes, 

illustrations, puzzles, illusions and paper tricks 

than ever before. Reluctant readers will love the 

interactive element of this new book experience, 

while the fast-paced adventure will capture the 

imaginations of little bookworms.

This is a collaboration by the TV producer of 

Nine Network’s Kids’ WB, Adrian Beck, and 

successful illustrator of the bestselling Do Not 

Open This Book! series with Andy Lee, Heath 

McKenzie.

A dead grandad.

A secret Alien Zoo.

And only two kids to save humankind from total 

extinction.

What could possibly go wrong?

THE ALIEN ZOO ...  
GOOD AS NEW!
By Adrian Beck, 
illustrated by Heath McKenzie

Publication Date:  
May 29, 2018
RRP: $15.99
ISBN: 9781925584837
Paperback: 256 pages
190 x 153 mm
Category: Junior fiction
Ages: 7-12 
Rights: World

Also in the series: The Alien 

Zoo ... And You (book one).

‘This is my 
favourite  
book ever.’  
– Molly, 8Once we found our way up the secret passage and stepped inside 

the zoo, Jen immediately started dragging me around. We passed 
alien enclosures, zipped up dodgy dark stairways and bolted straight 
through entrances marked with very clear DO NOT ENTER 
signs.

Pretty quickly we realised the zoo was home to over a 

HUNDRED different aliens! But unlike in the movies (where 
aliens can speak English, take over human bodies and try to blow 
up loads of famous landmarks), most of the extraterrestrial beings 
that we first saw didn’t seem to be into those sorts of things. They 
seemed fairly simple. Actually pretty similar to the animals we have 
here on Earth . . . Just a bit freakier. 
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What do you think  
birds talk about?

The perfect gift for anyone with a young baby, 

The Very Noisy Baby is a celebration in rhyme of 

the weird and wonderful noises babies make.  

Children enthusiastically join in the animals 

noises in this delightfully boisterous story, 

full of action, fun (and noise!) from Australia’s 

most-loved picture book creator Alison Lester. 

THE VERY NOISY BABY
By Alison Lester

Publication Date:  
October 31, 2017
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925475616
Hardback: 32 pages
292 x 231 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 0+ 
Rights: World

Little Iggy doesn’t want to leave the house, but 

Grandad insists – they always have fun together.

Here is a story about the wonders of nature, the 

funny side of life and spending time with the ones 

we love.

A WALK IN THE BUSH
By Gwyn Perkins

Publication Date:  
February 28, 2017
RRP: $24.99
ISBN: 9781925475531
Hardback: 32 pages
280 x 250 mm
Category: Picture book
Ages: 0+ 
Rights: World

‘A delightful book for 
younger children’  
– The Herald Sun

Coming up in 

August 2018: 

A Day at the 

Show
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